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T is the unhappy ſtate of mankind, that the oyer-weening 


# 4 i- + Opinions, and Sentiments, which by Education,or Cuſtom, E 
F => a we - haye entertain'd, incline, and warp our minds ſo to 


the maintaining of them ; that we are as difficultly alter'd, , 
| as the Tree is, which bended, when a young ſappling, is - 
rarely by any Art made ſtraight; _ 

"TRE | | Beſides this, the tempers of moſt Mens Souls are ſuch, that they 
Fd ; q | = 7 : eaſily divide into Parties, and being liſted, as ina ſtate of War, 


SY: 


| | | 0 "i they ſtudy nothing more, than to convince, or ſubdueall thoſe 
: Ig | Y | who differ from them. Yea, we too frequently find, that they 
: | make thoſe the Objett of their averſion or abhorrence, who ſtudy 
CA IEF A 5 2] ; to compoſe their eager tempers, or direct them to any degree of 

| humanity. }- | ; 
"bg Hence it is, that when National limits are not ſufficient cauſes 


i . m7 52>, X | ; 

| 9302+ 45C 9 p #1 10 $33 vp tc | of quarrels, the ranks and degrees of Men, the City and Country, 
FR » #94 ads, ST gh & FS Fraternities,Neighborhood, yea, Domeſtical Intereſts,crumble us, 
| and caſt us into various figures. | | 
SR. , , 4. ; Wt -? | Theſe Jars, and Hoſtilities, are fomented by Intereſt, Ambition, 
hon\end 10 TDI gi iv 307 | and all the croſsFrain'd paſſions of our Souls 3 and when Religion 
: - | | mixes with our humane concerns, it Tublimes all their corroſive 

NE ſpirits, andisthe univerſal diſſolvent. 
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Every one is apt to think thefireof his own Altar the pureſt, 


and is not content to have liberty to.trim his own Houſhold hearth, 
and warm himſelf at his own Faggot, but endeavours, according 
to his pawer, to.make all gain-ſayers Victims and Sacrifices to his 
Deity when mo _- &- Intereſt maves them he pretended 
eager@hihrity to ſave theirHoyfs, and Meprevegting, as theyicall 
it, the ſpreading of that Infeftion ," makes them mortify 
them in their Eſtates; orſend them tothe Pet-houſe, or cut them 
off as gangren'd Members  - | 

Hence it 4s, that the Roman Catholick Church, the Church of 


the Goyernmept, - or could exgreiſe any Authofity, have cachof 
ſine - * ſy Vee 


_ Uniformity 4p-Fajitband Diſcipling..., re, 
Former As S'ha Cryas this way of. proc coed g. and-it 


that: when "tho called Dyferters got the Power intheir 


they made. greater Rayner and Tepre 


Qur-Gnacious King, revolving therefore-in/His Princely:Mind 
the . Fatalities that have tended 4 


Tolved:to try the moſt probableexpedient, to _—_— quiet theſe 
Ferments of His 

Some publick notices of this He gave inthe very beginning of 
His Reign, by Prohibiting in His Courts, and diſcountenancing pro- 
| | | ceedings 
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+ £ 33 
conliahy upor the Pend! Laws: t Gu that 'I may diſcover the true 
ſteps: 


King made. towards it, and the foot upon which the late 
Indulgence ſtands,::and prevent . ſome Repetitions, I ſhould a- 
therwiſe be neceſfiated to-uſe in'my Reply to your Letter ;. I ſhall 
ſaccin&ly tovch the Kings Progreſs,. aud the deportment of ſome 
Members of the Church:-of England, and Diflenters, before, and 

At the Firſt Council the King held after his coming tothe Crown, 
he expreſſed the ſenſe he had of the Church of Z:glands Loyalty, 
and-gave us-Afſurances of His Defence and Support of it. | 

This pleaſed the Difleyters;: only fo far,, as it gave them hopes 
that" the: Proteſfarr Religion might be preſerved; but they were 
afraid, left the 'King, might remember their former promoting the 
Bill of os and that thereby they ſhould not only continue 
under the laſhes of the Church of Ezglands Diſcipline, but of 
the Kings disfavour z and having yet the Jdes's which had been in- 
faſed-ints them of »a Popfh Surceſſor, and the D. of Zfonmouth 
giving) them 41 opportunity to make-bead-imder the ſpecious pre- 
tence of preſerving the Proteſtant, Religion; as many of- them as 
were near the Scene of Action, and were [fool-hardy,joyn'd with 
him in that Rebellion ; and the wiſhes for his ſucceſs were not 
wanting in moſt of that Party. ; or ©: Tami 

- But. that Rebellion being ſo ſpeedily, and almoſt miraculouſly 

ſuppreſſed, they fled to the Church. of 'Exgland for ProteCtion, 
flocked to theChurches, perſonated a Conforpiity, and ſo cloſely 
mixed, thatthey now ſeemed one Body, and one Church. 

"Some leading Menof the Church of England, finding this great 
acceſſion. of ſtrength, -and being .deſtrons entirely to win the 
Diſſenters over, "thought it expedient -to let them-ſee, how, much 
they had been miftaken,in thinking them, in the matter of Exclu- 


| fion, to begoing over to Rome, and being willing to wipe off the 


Calumny the Diſſenters had caſt upan them, as being Papiſts in 
Maſquerade, they, began:inſtantly toſhew their utmoſt Zeal againlt 
the Kings a Mr 2irerd 11.543 anti: 
- Whentherefore, the King, purſuant to His Royal deſign, before- 
mentioned, required thet ing off the Teſt and Penal Laws; many 
leading Men of the 'Charch of E-g/and ſet themſelves to oppoſe 
the King in it, and from that day, the more. they found the King 
preſs it,  themore they ſhewed their reluftance. Suddenly, ſeveral 
Miniſters, :able, or unable, to mavage the diſpute with the Church 
of Rome, began toconfirm their Auditors, inithe Dodrine of; the 
Proteſtant Religion; and to .inſinnate the danger we were/in to 


loſe it, as ſoon as the Teft,and Penal Laws ſhould be repeal'd ; they 
WI | murmur'd 


» 
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LL .T43 
murmur'd, and repind at every favour ſhewn to Roman Catho- 
licks, and none were' ſo much applauded, as thoſe who loſt their 
| upon-their denial to concur with the King in his demands, 
hey animated and encouraged one another to ſtand the ſhock, 
not thinking, perhaps, they had to deal. with a; more reſolved 
Prince, than ſome of His Predeceſſors ; nor apprehending, or not 


willing to ſee, what publick benefit the King defign'd to the body. 


of His Subjefts, by the Repeal; and in fine, began to-purſue all 


the-methods of male-contents, finding this the only way to em-: - 


barras the King, hinder all His glorious deſigns for the publick, 
and render uſelefs his-eminent virtues, in not affording Him the 
opportunity of appearing' like Himſelf, or 'rendring His Reign 
glorions; becavſe; they-were unwilling, any thing: Great ſhould. 
be performed by a King, that was not of their Religion. 

All this, His Majeſty 
to at&t any thing, /but according to. Juſtice, and the Laws of the: 
Land ,*He wiſely enquir'd into the 'extent..of His legal: power.. 
He knew he: was bythe Statutes declared Supream Head of the 
Churchin His Dominions, had undonbted Prerogatives, He might 
make uſe. of, and a Diſpenſing Power ; and fo ſettled thoſe by. 
jadictal Proceedings. © fo EG. oe 1. 

The King having now aſſerted His Sovereignty, he thought it 
reaſonable, 'to manifeft-to all His Subjects, that it was not: the eaſe 
only of the Roman. Carbokoks | he 'aim'd iat,: but thatiHe [intended: 
His Clementy ſhould be as extenſive as His Empire : Firſt therefore, 
He publiſhed 'His 'General Pardon, (excepting ſome few perſons;) 
and in the ifiterim;” ſhew'd His diſpleaſure againſt thoſe who ob- 
ſtructed His great deſign of: Repeal ; and laſtly, publiſhed this. 
Indulgence, wherein 'He layed' open the paternal goodneſs, and 
benignity-of His'Soul ;/ the method, of enriching His-people, and: 
2 foundation of their: concord during His Reign ; and; for ſuc- 
ceeding Ages, by : extirpating the cauſes of Animoſities, : Heart- 
burniogs, Feuds, and Oppreſlions. of His ipeople, by any prevail- 
ing Party; abridging them of nothing uſed in their Religious 
Worſhip, but only, of the power of .compelting-any one-toCon- 
formity ;'and depriving every party of that [Authority, of ma- 
gilterial impoſing ſuch diſtinguiſhing and Excluding Tefts, as 
incapacitated His Subjects to ſerve Him, and the Government, ac=- 


| yn nc their Allegiance, andevery Free-Mans Liberty. 


 Onewonld rationally have thought, that no party ſhould haye 

been wanting in their | Thanks foro great a Grace and Favour, fo. 

much the greater, in that it was beſtowed by a Prince, from whom 

ao ſuch-largeſs of Royal Bounty was expected. not the _— 
0 


carefully obſerved, . and being unwilling 


4 
| 


by -C1 


the Diſſnters are treated with, great promiſes are made, that . 


EF -- 
of Englazd,; ſince, in the body of the. ſame Indulgence, ſo liberal 
a Proviſion was made for it ; not the Diſſenters, who had the moſt 
viſible benefits; nor any elſe , who did, not prefer. the profits 
they had by the Penal mults impoſed, or the pleaſure of infliting 
puniſhments upon thoſe who were obnoxious to Eccleſiaſtical Cen=-, 
ſures,.or the Laws for Vniformity. tf 
There was then a Party of the Church of England, who, ownin 
the Kings Eccleſiaſtical Supremacy, and His Prerogative, looke , 
upon this as an Act of State, which the King might Exert at plea- 
ſure, for the publick tranquillity of: His Dominions; and thought 
it their duty to be truly thankful, that the: King had.;ſo- gene- 
rouſly ſecured to them the Honors and Emoluments pf the Church,, . 
and entirely left them the Cathedrals, the Churches, andthe pro- 
fits annexed tothem. rare: op _ 
Another, and a major part of the ſame Church, was vehe-, 
menty moved by the Declaration, murmur'd,-that their former 
ſervices were.ſlighted ; that Diſienters, who had unanimouſly op-; 
poſed, the. Kings Succeſſion, and: been Rebels as often as they had. 
opportunity, were preferr'd before them; and ſuggeſted, that this 
was deſign'd to enlarge the Roman Catholick.Church, and as a ſcourge 
to them; and though they.never publickly urged it, yet it is moſt 2 
manifeſt, that the depriving 'themof the coercive power, (though 
all. other parties were as much diſfarmed of. that, as They, )grate- 
fully contributed to their reluCtance.. | | : © By 
The Conductors of their Afﬀairs pitched upon two Expedients, . 
as moſt effeual to hinder the Kings reaping any benefits to the 
Roman Catholicks by it. The one was, to ſecure the Members of 
the Church of England, from a complyance, by ſtitily oppoling. 
the Repeal, and queſtioning the Di/penſmg Power : . The ſecond, 
Nading Difl:nters from ſeparating fromthe common intereſt 
(as it is called) of Proteſtants ; or making any court tothe King,, 
in rendring any Tribute of Thanks for His Royal Grace to them.. 
To Eſtab:iſh this , conſultations are had z. leading Men among,. 


Perſecution againſt them ſhall ceaſe, if ever the-Church of. Eng-. 
land return again to its former ſun-ſhine : Pamphlets from Hollang, 
and at home,aggravate the fear of Popery,and of the deſtruction of. 
the Church of England,and not only declaim againſt the abroga- 

ting of all Penal Laws,but the Diſpenſing Power,likewiſe,as tending 

to the ſhaking all other Laws, even? thoſe of Property ;- and. 
this ſcems the deſign of your Lercer,writ ſmoother than Dr. Burners, 
or the Repreſentation, but. with as little difference, asto delign, . 


as there is betwixt a Dagger in a wooden, or hilyer co— 
I, 


- ORs... 
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Sir”, muſt 0wn, that the politeneſs of the Style; the ſharpneſs 
3, 


and plauſibleneſs of tlie Arguments, will contribute mc , 
wards the eſtabliſhing ſuch Mens minds, who have the” erenken 


Judgement, you have mixed ſo much Varniſh,as a ſttady eye may 


When we ken falling Star, we make no 'rema 
froqurntly, and how bright ſo eric 2 
9 Itttle; jelly dropt from 


Kite, -bitt a blaring: Star, therefore 
tion ;: for whatever thoſe; formerly . tepnte eine m1 +: 


F objects: from their Sovereign, a qneſtionins Bic | 

tive, and -acharging Him with overmirning The VE PIs by bag 
tention toRule Arbitrarily: This fills peoples minds ith dots; 
ſuſpicions and jealouſies, ſtrows flax all over the Kingdom. gow 4 
to be ſet on fire; when you, by your enflaming Eloquence have 4 
pared Undertakers. Therefore, I think it the duty of all that 
Honour the King, andlove their Country's peace; and tran wer 

Iity, to examine the tendency,and prevent the evil effefts of ach 


an Ton. | | 
Bnt to leave the Allepgvry,and confider the Lerrer: As je js a4); 
courſe _— with Art and Elegance, and: beautified with _ 
mnP Language, it isdelightſom to beread ; bnt when the ſeo 
; es weighed, the faQiouſheſs of it, under the ſmoothneſs of the 
: a vs - unreaſonable poſtulatums, the fiftitious ſnppoſitions 
and the ſevere reflections upon the King and His Government ; it 
_ _ Men to enquire into thoſe poiſonons drugs that 
&, artihcrally gilded, and provide Antidotes againſt them 
i ere are many Thouſands of His Majeſties Subjects both 
tter able, and more at leiſure, and concerned to Animad 'ert 
upon your. Letter ; but upon the firſt reading , I fonnd ding 
— to urge me to it, when I ſaw ſuch miſ-interpretations 
- 1s Majeſties Honourable deſigns, his conduct ſo eolprniatcd, 
och dangerous innuendo's, ſuch endeayours to poyſon the Mem- 


bers 


[. Y | ] 
bers of the Church of Eqgieud in'their Loyalty'; the Artsto make 
chem forfeit their Reputations with ths Majsfty and: tle Worldgby 
alluring them to do-every thing, that made former Difſenters-40 
2bnoxious:, and leading them 1n #he ſame ſteps, with wbich they. 
had. .txod the Gage fotragicalto themilves, andthe-Kingdom. | - 
- What I have writ was:4he.refuls of: my thonghts, cite 'Ehad 
read any Anſwer, except the fir wo that were made you;but by 


_ diſtance of place, and other intervening accidents,which hinder 


the communicating of it hath been ſtopped: hirherto; and 
if the opinion ſome have, that it may be yet uſeful to ſome that 
may nee xepeatgd caytions/andgflmonitions, tobeware of bei 
ſeduced by the-plauſtblenefs of&ur Language, had not prevaile 
with mel ſhould have totally ſappreſſed it.Now that I may do you 
all poſſible right, I have inſerted-the Letter entire, according to 
the different Paragraphs, and ſybjoyned mine;and do freely Nee 
your Column is that of the.compolif, order, beautiful, rhapy 
not ſtrong apdilhopethatgnine-may;bemore:ſolid, like the Dorick 
rather .chuſing 4g render. mny - er, according to my Capacity, 
(flattering ;my; Aelf at leaſt. in ther;good intention) fincere and 
uſeful than florid .or fallacious ;;deſiring all along, whenli-men- 
tion the:Church. of Englands feverity, .to be underftoed no-ways, 
25 ,cenfuring the;Qhuxch as, Author of thoſe. Laws, nor queſtioning 
the prudencegf the Statainmaking Laws, which, according'to the 
temperament of;the gimes,: the ſecurity.of the pnblick-peace,- and 
it may be the defire of \Unifprmity upen prudential grounds, our 
Kings thought fit to Enact. But 4n this great revolution, when 
our King thinks fit to try.other -meaſures, I humbly judge it the 
intereſt of all peaceable ſpirits, and datifyl Subjects, calmly to 
weigh His Majeſties:Reaſqns,and yeild to theRepeal of ſuch Laws, 
as cannot now be put. in execution ;and may,in all human probabi- 
lity, condyce mvch to the-publick «tranquility of-the Nation. But 
I ſhall take an opportunity to ſpeak to this,after I have diſpatched 
what I have to ſay to your'Letter 4 wherein 1 would not be under- 
ſtood to plead for the merits of Diſſenters, but to ſhew that they 
have no reaſon to quit'their right.in the Kings favour, tendered 
to them without their ſeeking,by any Arguments you have brought; 
nor that the Members of the Church of Englavd ought to beſo 
much diſquieted, that it is granted to them, ſince the Diſſenters 
thereby will be without all excuſe , if this make them not better 
Subjects. Nor think I, the Church of England hath reaſon to be 
ſo jealous of being overlaid by them,ſince the conſtitution of the . 
Government of the Church of England is better adapted to theMo- 
narchy,than either the Claſſical or Congregational way z and _ 
tne 


{ 
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4 
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oe, 


| C5 ] | | 
' the Roman Catholicks can ſomultiply as to ballance both, in my 


judgement, is to bereckoned among the portents of Nature, and 
1 will ſooner believe a grain of the powder -of projettion can turn 
a Hundred pound of Lead to pure Gold, than that this can be effect- 
ed in one Age, without a Divine Miracle ; which, when wrought, 
none-will-be troubled at,that own ' an omnipotent Being, to whoſe 
guidancethey do ſubmit themſelves, | | 


2:H.E 


SIR, 
Ince Addreſſes are 
"Y #7: faſhion, give me 
"Leave to: makg one 
to Yon. This is neither 
the-:effett of Fear, Inte- 
reſt;or Reſentment ;there- 
fore you may be ſure it is 
fincere<..and for ' that 
Reaſon. it may expett to 
be kindly recerved. Whe- 
ther it will have power 
enough to Convince, de- 
pends xpon the Reaſons, 


of which you are to judge; 


and upon your preparation 
of Ming, 70 i jedi 
ded by Truth, whenever 
it appeareth to you, It 
ought nor to be the leſs 
melcom, for coming from 
a friendly Hand , one 
whoſe kindneſs to you is 


not leſſened by difference 


of Opinion, and who will 
not let his thoughts for 
the publick, be + tyed or 
confined to this or that 
ſub-azviſion of Proteſt - 
ants, as to ſtifle the Cha- 
riry, which, beſides all 


THE 


LETTER. REP LY, - 


-. Ci, 


T- is a moſt undeniable truth, that 
 B faſhionable Addreſſes. are very little 
—» to be regarded; and the temper of 
the Nation 'as little to be known by 
them, as we can know Men'to be of one 
inclination , becauſe they wear one 
ſort of habit ; but when they flow from 
Gratitude, Duty, and Intereſt, and not 
from 'fear or reſentment, they are good 


.Fmbols of uhconſtrainedneſs, and fſince- 


rity; and to whom ſoever preſented, 

ought to. be kindly received. 3 
| I own not my ſl a Diſſenter from 
the Church of England, and upon that 
ſcore, find not 'my ſelf concerned in all 
that you write relating to them z but 
aſſure you, I am one of thoſe that havea 
ropenſity of mind, ready to receive any 
1mpreſlion of Reaſon,and who am ſo ſen- 
ſible, that a great part of the comforts of 
humane Life, and Qeconomy of Govern- 
ment 'is loſt, to thoſe who confine their 
Charity, good Eſteem and Candor to 
thoſe, only of their own Opinion : That 
you and Idiffer moſtly,in that you confine 
your thoughts for the publick, to the ſub- 
diviſion of Proteſtants only; whereasI 
think, they ought to beenlarged likewiſe 
to all Honourable Virtuous, and Loyal 
perſons of other denominations; and nei- 
ther 


LETTER. 


other Arguments, 45 -4t 


this time become ne- 
cefſary topreſerve us. 


(b) 1 am neither-ſur- + 
in the fleſhy parts only, the /ympatherick, 
way of Os and cloling the wound in its 


own blo 


prized nor provoked to 
/ee, that in the: condition. 


you were. put intoby the. 
Laws, and the ll circum-. 


SFances. you laymnger, by 


having the Excluſion and 
Rebellion laid to: yaur, 
Charge, you were defirous | | 
/s,- that can lick themſelves whole, and you 
- dreſs their wounds with ak 16 ea touch, 


to make your. ſelves leſs, 


uncaſie and obnoxious to 
aduthority. Men who are 


ſore run to the neareſt Re- 
medy with too much haſt, 
ro conſider all the Conſe- 
aences.: Grains (Of :al- 
Wence are to be gizen, 
where Nature gives ſuch 
ſtrong Influences. When 
to Mer under Sufferings 
*c, offereth Eaſe, the pre- 
ſent Pain will , hardly 
allow: time_' to examine 
the Remedies; and. the 
ftrongeſt reaſon can hard- 
ly \ gain a_ fair Audience 
from our- Mind , whilf 
ſo poſſeſſed, tillthe Smart 


is a little allayed, - 


. (0) 4 de not. koyow whe- 


ther the Warmth that na- 
turally belongeth to New 
Friendſhips , may not 
make it a harderT ak for 
me to perſuade you. It 
Js like telling Lovers, in 
che beginning , of their 


Fogs, that they will in a. 


little time have an End, 


ſhows (by -=_ fayour) an il] nature in 


[9 ANSWER. 
ther Fear or Reſentment ought at this time, 
to: wake us. ſwerve from that Golden 
'Rule,, of doing to others, as we would 
have others doto us. | 

(4)-1t is true, that in ſmall wounds, 


- 


with bandage of clean Lifinen, 
will ſerve; but where amputations and lace- 
rations are ſuch (as Seclufion and Rebel- 
lion ) ſovereign, wound, falves are requi- 
fite.. You, allow your Dillenter to aft 
by. natural inſtin&t, as other Animals do 


as if you were unconcerned whether they 
were cur'&, or not; and leaſt they 
ſhould infandum renovare dolorem , reflect 
upon, the freſh bleeding wounds, you 


| glvg them. a. doſe of: Optum : It is true, 


you blame the Patient for his precipitate- 
neſs in _nſing the Remedies neareſt at _ 
without examining, not only the skill anc 

ability , but, the good intention of the 


Chirargion, and the vertnes of his Reme- 


dies; but. this is all Artifice, that you may 
get the Patient to commit himſelfto your 
care, and that you might poſſeſs him with 
an: Opinion, that none elſe had the true 
method of healing, which is not fair 
practice, to decoy him from uſing the 
.certaineſt and moſt aſſured | help this 


. Ifland can afford. © | 


-(c) Here you change the Scene, and 
transform your Paticnt into a paſſionate 
-"Wooer, who is fallen in love with a new 


Friend ; and lince you preſume it will be 


an hard task to make him quit his new 
Amours., for his late coy and ſcornful 
Lady; you are contriving a Faſcination, 
and would garniſh his Bridal FeaFt with 
a Mene Tekel, a Memento Mori, which 


you ; 


} 
3 
TO 


LETTER. 


Such an unwelcom Style © 
goth not eaſily frnd cre- * 
dit : bit 1 will ſuppoſe © 


you are 10t ſo far gone in 
your new Paſſion , but 
that you will Hear fill; 
and therefore I am ander 
the Jeſs diſcouragement, 
when T offer to your Con- 
fraeration two things. 


(d)The firſt 5s,the cauſe 


S 
or have to Suſpect $1 
Wow-F riewds, The Se- 


cond, the Duty imcam-* 
bent , upon you in Chri-. 


Pranity and Prudence , 


zot to h&zard the Publick.. 
Safety, ; neither by defire © 


- you might expeft many /Profelites. - 
| Woes 4 ings Juſtice. and Honour was 
"as conſpicuous as rr; 


bf Eaſe, nor of: Revenye. 

(e) To-the firlt, Cor 
fiaer that notwith} Alle 
ding the ſmooth Lan-- 
LHage 1s mw put on to. 


eg 6. i heſe NN .* - 
Fs # 7 _ 1g" both, who matl ſuch Mf conftretions of 
ah the Kings defite of the Repeal. - Sothar 


yas "their Chojce , bit 


their Refuge ; They have 


ever made their firſt 
Courtſhaps to the Chutch 


of England, nd whes 


i 


they we rejetted there,” 
" they made their Applica- t 
Eoond 


tion to you in the fecon 

place. The inſtances of 

this, might be given 

41 all times. I ao n6t 
at 

F 


a | 

atſoever's unneceſſary. 
muſt be tedious,the Trut 
of this Aſſertion being ſo 


plain, as not to admit 4 


Diſpute. Tou cannot 


them , becauſe 


Fro) ANSWER. 
you , that-will :not-alfow a Diſſeater the 


Toy of tis Hony moon; -Tn-this, you are' 


hke one that after yows, perſuades: to 
Enquires :' But I hope. e're 1 have gone 
throngh with this diſcourſe ; you will ac- 
knowledge, though your Sryle is ſoft and 
beautiful, yet there is-a weakneſs in your 
Reaſorfings, will not [eaſily prevail with 
a trve difſenter, who 1s-not ſo fur gore 
in his tew paſſion, but that He willhear, 
and an{wer too. | M7 

(a) Since -you quit. your exhortatory 
Preface,which was penn'd tovbrain Audi- 


ence, and now will Jet ns ſee'your dexce- 


rity at Argument. © I ſhall endeavour to 


follow your method;" owning you have 
Choſen the fitteſt aredimes, and if you 


could make them as convincing asplay- 
fible, {which is now t0'\be:exammed) 


and promiſes to the Ohuroh-of England; 
and betieve, in the upſhot, thoſePolith- 
cians will be found thewark anemics- to 


whatever the Church of E-plavd hath;or 
can ſuffer, may be afcribedto'their taking 
the matter by the wrong handle. But tis 
tnoſttyident;Diſſenters wet thendefinns 


heKing grented,nolj proſeqt's of's 11 
and-other vulexarnth th Yhem; 38 ſooras 
heUid+to Roman Cambolioks: © How qutifol 


it was to reſet theKings Cmreſbip,lleave 


to allnn-mtereſſedÞerfons to judge, and 
the more the Þn/tances can bemultiphed, . 


the greater is the:demonftration of the 
Kings -defire to ptefervethem-mn their 


Duty ; and the more favlty,, thoſe Men. 


who filed peoples + minds with the 
affrightmentsof theKings defign to tte 


Popery, 


ed to have a nnitudtMrxred{libertyyſinee 
REA bt 


C—— 


LETTER. 
thereforer reaſonably flat 
ter your: ſelves that there 
is an. Tntlitzation.to' you. 
= Beer | pretended: to 

w' y0u any' Quarter... 
but > a 7 Lew? 
jor themſelves under that 
ſheltey. I wefer you to 
Mr.Coleman's'Eetters, 
axd' to: the: Journals! .of 
Parliament', where you 
nay” be conviticed, if you 
can be fo miſtaken , as 
to: doubt; nay, at this 
very hour, they can hard- 
ly forbeav, in the height 
of their Courtſhip; tolet 


fall hard words. of you. 


So little is Nature to be 
reftrainea : it. will ftart 
one ſometimes, diſdain- 
11g. #0: fabaijt to the U- 
ſtarpation . of '' Art, and 


it cavy be againſt none 


C'zx?] ANSWER. 
Popery,, and deftroy the Church of Eng- 
land, which they knew morally impolli- 
ble, and yet continue to: make it the only. 


Helmet Argument. Thoſe who fly toany 


for Refuge, had need ufe better Argu- 
ments than flatrery: whilſt Difſenters were 
Rebels, they could expect no other Quar- 
ter than the Law preſcribed, if the King 


had not been moſt merciful;and it is molt 


apparent, a greater cauſe of the granting 
Indulgente, is to take away all occalions 
and' pretences of Rebellion, rather, 
than fingly to nſher in Liberty to Ro- 
man Catholtcks,. by that Grace. Neither is 
it any new inclination inthe King to re- 
lieve ' Diſſenters/in Communion with tht 
Roman Cathelicks, unleſs you will give him 


the lie, who ſo publickly ayows, that it 


bath been ever his judgment, that none onght 
to be Qppreſſed and Perfecuted for matters of 
Religion; and I think He ought to be be- 
heved as ſoon as any isklis-Kingdom. 


"Therefore, if any Komar Catholicks at this 


time; ler falt hard words againſt Diſſenters, 


but fuch,; who-they have reaſon to ſuſpe&t, 


doiaft by. no publick ſpirit of preſervation, for any but their own 
party; and-by this ſhow,that they have not changed their Nature, 
by the favaur'that is afforded themis 0 | 


(f) This Allance , 


—_— Liberty and In- 
bility , 3s bringing 


courrary thines that: ave 
mw the 


the World: The Church 
of Rome aoth ' not only 


diflike the alloning Lt- 
berty, but by its Princi- 
P{es 1t cannor ds it. Wine 
1 M0f more expreſty for- 
bickdemi 'F#0 whe =. Lame 
tans, than giving Heve- 
ticks Liberty to the Pa- 
piſts : They are no more 


'(f) Aﬀeer att theſearch'l can make, 1 
neither find it tobe an Article of Faith 
in the Church of Roxze, to deny Loberty 
to, nor that Faith'is not to be kept with 
HMeretichs ;, and if any Conſtitution, or 
Decree of a' Councitbe found to the con- 
trary,that obligeth notCarholicks in point 
of Obedience. The fallacy of vpur' reafo- 
ning ts eaſily detefted;by pulling out one 
pin the wholeMachine flies 1n pieces.One 
cannot -be a Member in Communion with 
the Chittch of Rome, or any other conſti- 
tured Church, (whether Fallible, or In- 
fallible) who is by that Church declared 2 
Heretick; ſo that liberty of Communion,is 

C 2 only 


LETTER. 
able to make good their 
Vows to you, then Men 
aarried before, and their 
Wives alzve, can confirm 
their iContratt with ano- 
ther. The continuance 
of their kindneſs, mould 
be a habit of ſm, of 
which they are to repent , 
and their Abſolution 1s 
ro be had upon no other 
terms, than their promiſe 
to deftroy you. Tou are 
therefore to be hugged 


ow, only that you may. 


be the better Jqueezed at 
another time. 
anuſt be ſomething ex- 
rraordinary , when the 
Church of Rome ſetterh 
up Bills, and offereth 


Plaiſters for tender Con- 


ſciences + By all that hath 
hitherto appeared,her kill 
in Chirurgery lieth chiefly 


in a quick Hand, to cut - 


off Limbs; but ſhe ts the 
worſt at Healing , of any 


that ever pretended to 1t./. 


There 
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only what is inconſiſtent with the Church 
of Rome ;,bnt it no ways follows, that 
Schiſmaticks, or Hereticks, in their ſenſe, 


.ought not to be tollerated to Live; yea, - 


enjoy their. Worſhip, by. the -power of 
the Prince - who grants that /ndwgence. 
as Father of his Country ; For. it 1s no 
Church -Memberſhip that is required by 
Tolleration. Suppole- any Prince - (ler the, 
Scene be where ut will, ) that hath in his. 
Kingdom great numbers of Subjects, of 
feveral yes Religion ; mult he 
unpeople his Kingdom of Two Hundred 
of his Subjects, for. every ſingle Man of 
his ,own Religion, according to your 


Calculation? Do you judge in good ear- 
- neſt, His Ghoſtly Father,..or _ his Holy 
Father the Pope, willjudge him to be in - 


an habit of ſin for it, or.enjoyn him for a 
Pennance, to'make ſuch a-Carnage ? no, 


; ſurely they will rather let, the Tares grow 


among the Wheat ; or if He.donat this, 
muft he-pull. ruine upon Himſelf, and all 
thoſe of His perſualion ? How Infallible 


- ſoever: the Church of- Rome. may judge it 


ſelf, yet you mult allow ſhe is not quite 
void of Senſe, Prudence,and humane Po- 
licy, or will not in ſeveral things yield to 
publick good and neceſlity. Yau muſt ſup- 


ſe that Church to oblige that King to aBarbari/m,even impoſſible 
in it ſelf to beeffeted;ere you-can make good any ſuch concluſion 


from the Premiſes. Excommunication is the higheſt,and moſt de-. 
ſtructive Sentence, any Church can pronounce; and itis to avoid 
Mutulations, Diſmembring,lInciſtons, and Corroſives for Religion 
our” merciful King propoſeth this Repeal, ſince it hath been by 
too ſad experience found, how Magiſtrates (Members of other 
- Churches, beſides that of Rome) have been guilty of the ſame, 
whether with better Dexterity, Succeſs,or Authority, I now diſpute 
not ; but ſurely all this harangue,tends rather to engage Diſſenters, 
at any rate, to purchaſe that Sovereign Paracea, which will pre- 
vent Perſecution from avy hand,;;than to continue ina ſtate of 


danger. With 


(8g) Kings 


w_ BE  IER , 


LETTER. 
(eg) To come ſo quick, 


| from another extream , 


I ſuch an unnatural mo- 


tion, that you ought to 


be upon your Guard ;, the 


" other day you were SONS 


of Belial, mow you are 
Angels of Light. This 
is a violent change, and 


ir will be fit for you to: 


auſe upon it, ' before you 

eljeve it : If 'your fea- 
tures are not altered, net- 
ther is their opinion of 
you, what ever may be 
pretended, Do- you be- 
lieve leſs than you did, 
that there is Idolatry in 
the Church of Rome ? 
ſure you do not. See then, 
how they- treat both in 


words awd writing, thoſe . 


that entertain that Opi- 
ion. Conclude from 
hence, how inconſiſtent 
their favour is with this 
fongle Article,except they 
zve you a Diſpenſation 
% this too ,, and by a 
Non Obſtante, ſecure 
ou that they will not 
think, the worſe of you. 
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) Kings as well as others may Time 
matters, and the /nawlgence of a Prince 
makes no quicker a change. in a Diſſenter, 
than a Pardon doth after the Malefator 
hath his Irons on, or the Halter abonr his 


| neck, or the poor Man made inſtantly 


rich., by finding a Treaſure. Theſe 
motions are from exrreames as quick, and 
as furprizing. . Diſſenters, while under 
the ſenſe of continual ſufferings, might 


be inſtigated to Rebellion, and ſo be Sons of 


Belial; yet this facred Ray (if ſuch miſts 
as you are caſting before them hinder. 


- not) may well transform them to thank- 
ful and dutiful Subje&ts, which is all that 
15expected.: - It istrue, if the Diſlenters 


Features be not changed, from having a 


ſower, ſullen, murmuring, and repining 


Aſpect, to that of chearfullneſs, and gra- 
titude ; Roman Catholicks have no reafon 
to harbour a good Opinion of them : Or 
if : they :be ſach Bigots, to charge all 
perfons that. are not of their perſuaſion, 
with Jdolatry, (as you know they have 
done to the Church of England, even by 
that Churches own Argument,) they are 
to be inſtructed better, but this hinders 
not the King to do them good, even-a- - 
gainſt their deſerts; and Ithink it one of 
the greater Arguments, that you are a - 
moſt Rigid Calviniſt, or Browniſt , 
rather than a Church of England-Man 


that make uſe of this Article, and- that you are a mo undutiful 
Subject, that will brand: your Sovereign with: being an 1dolarer. 
So that if there were no other Reaſon ; for that ſingle inference, 
every Loyal Subje&t ſhould be for ——_— the Te##; and be ſo 
far from-diſpenſing with any Diſlenter for broaching this Do&trine, 
(which might tempt ſome judaizing Zealots to-ſtone him) that 
701 obſtente, all the Indulgence ;, they ſhould be proceeded againſt as 
enemies to the Kings Crown and Dignity ; and that ſhould be all 
you ſhould get by ridiculing ſuch words as the-Kings Prerogative 
impowers hum to uſe. T 


(h) Thas 


LETTER: 


(h) Think a lirtle how (») 
Rs il That ſelf-preſervation 

erous it is to = agreement of Par intereſts —_ 4 "om 
common , Perſ o ; 
= 9 yen 70w.is Or that the men — pn} Dn , 
oe lo _ to _ ſhall become Loyal, when the piſng 
9 © =» arg - nemy ground of their diſtoyalty is taken away. 
* 2: ae, NOr that in this comprehenſive liberty th 


of Taunton and Tiver- Quakers (though no Chriſtians with m_ 


upon a Foundation 


Protetion ; they are. Ci 

| a ty, we wonder-not; nor is it t | 
072 a ſudden Ss O—_— that. 7; whe, A F 
* ofþ + _—_— neſfes, | OUT 
= > 18. pnary gc good Jtalians, F rench, or Spatiards, or any 
l 4 po — other remote Nations, frequent the Ex» 

' refined. Lay = change, and exerciſe their ; Reli- 

7 Lage. S, provided they enrich it by Traf- 


| [14']J ANSWER: 


Sa that I fbrauld net wons. k _— 
der. though — = ACK; and it is a muck calinger ſig} 
"es. P - (tn mw of than to ſee the ſtreets tronged _ 4, 


| Perſuaſion : 7 


ding one uniform dolefal note of want 

y, . : hat 

- cauſe-pity and compaſſion. It is moſt 
_ Ive, that: if a Popifh Succeſſor were in 


word, Bp 
oras, theſe ane ſuch reality ſuch 2:0ne;) ashewas. ſometimes 


* impoſſible nat to ſuf. 
fnfon i5 rity 


nay 

they: are Realities or 4p= 
Paritions : We have beer 
wider fhamefid miſtakes 
5 theſe Opinions are 
re; but for the preſent 
We are ape ra bemrready. 

_ Exceps we conld be. 

convinced, that the Prieſts 
Fords in this Caſe too, 


nted,, we ſhould need to («/pend 
_ belief of his Clemency, and gt we 
ave been under moſt ſhamefuh, and þ 
may fay of too many, even wilful miſt akes, 
maui our" Royal Sovereign, is. a 
1 | le truth; and: ſince He 
ous _ many Arguments, that it is not 
- -_ bringing in-of Popery, but for 
Fwy urmg, not only His Roman. Catho- 
» but of all His other Subjects;. from 
= Bſh. of Perl, Laws, that he grants 
is {nduitoners whereby all Induftrious 
Peaceable en,may follow their imploy- 
ments without being obnoxious to Fines, 


Impri- 


Coats,ſoun- - 


neſs 6 60 be wi 


LETTER. _ 15 } ANSWER: 
are able 10 make fach « Impriſonments, or Death, for want of 
Jadden., and efefiual Uniformity : It will not furely be the 
Change; and that their Queſtion, Whether the Prieſts words of 
Power 1s not limited to Conſecration, can Annihilate the Sacra- 
the Sacrament, but that mental Bread ; but whether it be more 
it extendeth to alterthe Kingly, for our Sovereign to feed His 
zature of all other things, whole Family, or ftarve fome , whilſt 
as oftew as they are ſo others aretoo much pamper'd. It is not 
diſpoſed, © the myſtery of the Sacrament, fo much 
eroubles ſome, as it is, that a Roman Catholiok, King ſhould have 
more-kindnefs for Proteſtant Diflenters, than thoſe who would be 
eſteemed the zealouſeſt for the Church of England;can afford them, 

| ry menow ſpeak, (5 Mens beads are much. eafilier la- 
of the Inft1umentsof your | den with, then unladen of ſuſpicions 5 
Friendſbip,and then leave how light Toever they be, they generally 
you £0 judge, whether Ballaſt the Veſſel; and whereever jealou- 
they do not afford matter fie enters, with it, croud in Legions of 
of ſuſpicion, "No ſharp- evil Spirits. If -one had as many eyes as 
7 ngled Pores, 'it would fit chem all with deſtam'd 
here healing only is 4m1- Optick Glaſſes, or Priſmes, to give de- 
tended ;, ſo nothing will ceitful Colours to every Obfeft. And that 
be ſaid to expoſe partion- which is molt troubleſom, in this paſſion, 
lar mes, how ftrong /o- is,that it is with greatdifhculty maſter'd ; 


ewes the Temptation may elpecially when it is heightned by Intereſt. 


be,or how clear the Proofs You have | a great dexterity to improve 
40 make it owr. _Aword this, by ment , Calumny , and 
or 1wo in general, for Detration ; which you conch in ſuch 
your better Cantion, ſhall General Terms, as it isdifficult to get a 
fſuſſfiee © Suppoſe then, for graſp of them. Therefore, 1 muſt paſs 


Hroument's ſake , that by what is Common place, and tell you, 
the Mediators of this that a Secretary of the Cabals of the 


ew Aliance, ſhould 6 Ufſurpers, or to the famous E. of Shafts- 


ſubk as have betn former- bury, cold not have givenalivelierDe- | 


in Treatiesof ſcription of the A of theſe 
the ſame kind, and there Emſaries, than you I 
deteited vo have Afed do wiſely not.to expoſe perſons, Tell we 
Order, and to bave ſhould know who they are, that are im» 
ive ploy d on theerrand, which 1s only 


been Impowered to gi ; Iyto 
rd Re- alienate the Subjefts Aﬀedtions om | 


Encomragement > 
arards. World not this be their ———_— = to _ _ no 
#1 Arpument to  jealouſie. If any be imploy'd that nave 
re, Catetull Agent been detefted, and are now fincere, they 
are fitter to-difeover the former methods,for being wedges - _ 
| pl 


ave done ; but yau - 


a Py (> tak } -6 oF 


where the ſhower may fall, is not done like a Gentleman of your 


G&) This charater of a Juggler is ſo 


ly be under Engagements dr 
: 411 tte .arawn to the life, - tha 
#0 one Side, their Argu- * you were looking all hs An 


laſs, while you uſed the Pencil. 


27- Diſſimulation is ſuch a changling, that it 


ly ;, their fair Pretences is all Vizard-mask , with ſeveral foyl 
» OY1es 


are to be. looked upon as ſeperable: by ſleight of hand ; fo thar 


ar of money WH one ny OE: find.” Faith- in -an 
ch ot i - African, than in hift-coat.” B 
bly give them a Dj oys- tall you. = —— preg : 


rurh, nated to work Diſſenters 
k C lltenters to comply wi 
the King, all the Water —— = 


ice upon the Service of - the Mill, 


9. Miniſters ; and if 
thoſe very Aden ſhould and Penſionary witne 


— have the ſame Au- 
thortty, pratticethe [ame 
Method, and Dicburſe, 


There they cannot other. 


Tiſe perſuade : It ſeem- 
eth to me rather an E- 
#atnce, than a Preſump- 
—_ of 4 Decen. my 
*..(m) 7f there 
be Minifters —— 
who by having f alles un. 
der Temptations of this 
d, are in ſome ſort 
engaged to continue their 
Frailty, by the awe the 
are mm leaſt it ſbould F4 


O 
Proper Cattle to be fed with fachProge 


der, than Diſſenting ers, if I be 
_ 5 = wil ever i >». Inſtr, 
nts. He Knows better how t : 
his Exchequer, tha PP—r 
Hirelings, who ell their Gong”. 
—_— wy inch of Ct, ance my 
.(--) From Eye-witneſſ 
imnaary themſelves ; 1 b_ OLD: 
_—_ Charities to Non-conformiſt Mi- 
Culiohs; and I a king 
that theſe Benevolences « ci 
es (which . 
good as Glebe and T; ithe) —_ | them to 
reſiſt the Temptation of taking Bene- 


fices, 


LETTER. 
expoſed: The Perſua- 
frons of theſe Unfortu- 
nate Men muſt ſure have 
the leſs force, and their 
Arguments, though never 
ſo ſpecious, are to be ſuſ- 
pefted, when they come 
from Men who have 
Mortgaged themſelves to 
ſevere Creditors that ex- 
pet a rigorons obſerua- 
tion of the Contratt, let 
it be never ſo unwarran- 


rabe. 


(n) If theſe, or any 
others ſhould at this time 
Preach up Anger and 
Vengeance againſt the 
Church of England : may 
it not, without Injuſtice, 
be Suſpefted, that athing 
ſo plainly out of ſea- 
ſon,(prings rather from 
corruption than miſt ake ;, 
and that thoſe who aft 
this cholerick. ou oO 
not believe themſelves , 
but only purſue higher 
Direftions , and endea- 
wour to make good that 
part of the contratt which 
obligeth them, upon a 
Forfeiture , to make uſe 
of their inflaming Elo- 
quence ? They might ap- 
prehend their Wages 
would be retrenched, if 
they ſhould be Moderate : 
And therefore, whilſt Vi- 
olence 1s their Intereſt, 
thoſe who have not the 
ſame Arguments , have 
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fices, with the condition of renonacing 
the Covenant, &c. But that there ſhould 
be any among, them now, who,for ſuch 
filthy lucre, deſign to Mor:gage the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, (which you mult ſup- 
poſe, or nothing,) I ſhall never believe 
upon your bare ſnggeſtion. In former 
times by keeping up the Schiſm, they 
might hope for ſome favourable Revo- 
lution, whereby they might be caj able 
of liberal Maintenance ; but that the 
Rigor of their Creditors ſhall drive th:m to 
put on the Cow! or Scapular, or CO-OPe- 
rate with thoſe that deſign it, ſhall be 
no Article of my Faith. 

() It ſeems you were ſenſible of the 
weakneſs of this Medium, and now the 
Diſſenters muſt Preach the Goſpel for 
envy. The forward Miniſters amongſt 
them are much obliged to you, fince it 
ſeems they are either/Judas's to ſell the 
Canſe for Silver, or muſt bez branded 
with one of the Devils CharaCters, Ac- 
cuſers of the Brethren ; and whether you 
leſſen their crimes in ſaying thoſe who att 
this Cholerick, part, believe 70: themſelves ; 
but therein ſin againſt their Conſciences, 
and only purſue higher direti.ns, 1 leave 
to others to ju{ge. What wages ſuch may. 
get here, they beſt know : But I'think ur 
muſt be a ſevere puniſhment they may 
expect hereafter. May we not be more 
charitable to judge, that ſuch Men are fo 
far from perſonating a Vengeance , and 

uſing fiery Tongues and inflaming Elo- 
quence,for that end. That they only expreſs 
their reſentmenr againſt thoſe, who 1n 
their Apprehenſions have too ſeverely 
Perſecuted them for Conſcience-ſake. 
Such.a Plca may be as like to gain be- 
lief, as your too groundleſs Accufation 
of them ; for Indulgence, Charity, and 


Moderation , are very coniiſtent. The 
D King 


EETITER. 


0 reaſon to follow ſuch 
a Pa-tial Example 
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King deſires all may enjoy their Religion 
in peace, and hires none to keep up the 
ſtrife by recrimination and violence, nor 


deſigns-by the taking away of Penal Laws, that oue Subject ſhould 
worry another ; and therein gives you, as well as Diſſenters, a 
Gracious Preſident and Example to follow. 


(0) If there ſhould be 


mu who by the load of 


their Crimes againſt the 
Government , ow been 
bowed down to comply 
with it againſt their Con- 
ſeience : who by incurring 
the want of a Pardon, 
bave drawn upon them- 
ſelves the neceſſity of a 
Reſunation : Such men 
are to be lamented, but 
7ot to be believed. Nay, 
they themſelves when they 
have diſcharged their 
Unrelcome Tak, will 
be inwardly glad that 
their forced Endeavours 
do nor ſucceed, and are 
fleas'd when men reſiſt 
their Tnſmuztions; which 
are far from being/Volun- 
rary or Sincere, but are 
Squcezed out of them by 
the weight of their being 
{o Obroxio!us, 


o) Here, in my Opinion , you have 
expoſed your friends ſomething diſad- 
vantagiouſly. It is an unfortunate thing 
for any to have combin'd againlt the Go- 
ve&nment, ſince it requires much tryal, 
ere their Repentance can be beliey'd. 
It is true, thoſe that have had the Ric- 
kets, are found often to have a good 
ſhare of cunning and wit, but by their 
bowed Legs, or ſome other infirmparts, 
eſpecially in the region of their breaſt, 
they are eaſily diſtinguiſhed from thoſe of 
more healthy Conſtitutions, The old 
Proverb is as often true, of haſty Con- 
verts, as of Pardoned Perſons, That ſave 
a Thief from the Gallows, and he will be the 
firſt will do you a miſchief. But God forbid 
all jſhould be cenſur'd for ſome Mens 
double-fac'd Villanies. Such Sycophants 
ſhall never find me their Advocate ; let 


every Herring hang by his own Tayl. 


Let thoſe who are erefed, forfeit their 
neck, or hang by it in the Pillory, ere I 
pity them. But what I pray do thoſe de- 
ſerve,who never wore. ſbackles, or were 
bowed down e're they comply'd, and pro- 
miſe to their Prince ſtrenuous endeavours 


for His Service, and that they will not fail to hit the mark ; and 
yet deſignedly ſhont ſhort, or over. 


(p) If 4a the height 
. of this great Dearneſs 
by comparing things, it 
ſhould happen , That at 
this inſtant, there is 
auch a furer fricnd- 
thip with thoſe who are ſo 
Tar fiom allyming Li-. 


(p) It is an unhappy ſtate of Kings, 
that wh-:n they endeavour by good Me- 
thods, the caſe and-profit of their Sub- 
jects; yet they mult be traduced by the 
inſolent Pens of malevolent Subjects. Our 
Gracious King .hath afforded a ſafe Re- 
treat, and Liberal Contributions to the 


Refugees, whom the great neighbouring 


Monarch 


a 
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berty, that they allow no 
Living to a Proteſtant 
under them, Let the Scene. 
lie in what part of the 
World it will, the Argu- 
ment will come home, and 
ſure it will afford ſuffi- 
cient ground to ſuſpect. 
Apparent Contradittions 
muſt ſtrike us : neither 
Nature nor Reaſon can 
digeſt them ; Self-Flat- 
tery ,, and the deſire to 
deceive our ſelves,to gra- 
tifie a preſent Appetite, 
with all their Power , 
which 1s Great, cannot 

et the better of ſuch 
, Convittion,as ſome 
things carry along with 
them. Will you call theſe 
vain and empty Suſpi- 
tions ? have you been at 
all times ſo void of Fears 
and Fealouſies as to juſti- 
fie your being ſo unreaſo- 
nably Valiant, in having 
one upon this occaſion ! 
Such an extraoradinar 
Courage at this a 
nable time , to ſay no 


Pg 
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Monarch hath Exiled; and by Eis Royal 
Enterpriſe, to get the Penal Lans Ke- 
peal'd, deſigns not only His Dominions 
to be free from ali Perſecntion for Re!1- 
gion, but to be a ſafe harbor for the Dii- 
treſſed ; and is thereby taking the moſt 
contrary ancaſures to what that neigh- 
bouring, Prince hath done. With what 
effrontry therefore, can you charge the 
King, cither with imitating His exam- 
ple, or correſponding with him in that 
deſign? I Appeal to the fled Protettants, 
whether they find not as good uſage here, 
as any in their condition do in other 
Countries ? which, methinks carries con- 
viftion broad enongh, that you are a vciy 
evil Caluminator. It is true, there was 
a time, when the belief of Ten Thouſand 
Pilgrims and Black, Bil's, were endea- 
voured to be crammed down our throats ; 
and ſome were ſuch Cowards then, as to 
be frighted with them.Mulſt we therefore 
be always Impos'd upon, and never re- 
turn to our ſenſes again. The frequent 
diſcoveries of thoſe Impoſtures, cannot 
but recruit the moſt timerous Spirits, 
and reſtore them to ſome degree of valour, 


_ though it will deſerve no great Commenda- 


tion as a Vertue, lince the thick milt is ſo 
exhaled, which made us take a crop of 
Thiſtles, for a Battalion of Pikes. 


more, is too dangerous a Vertue to be commended, 


(q) 1f then for theſe 
and a thouſand other 


Reaſons , there 1s cauſe 


zo ſufpe, ſure your new. 


Friends are not to Dift- 


ate to you , or adviſe 
you; for inſtance , The 


Addreſſes that fly abroad. 


every Weck,, and Mur- 
ther us with another to 
the ſame; the firſt 


(q) Amongſt 2 Hundred of your florid 
Sentences, I have not yet found one ſolid 
Reaſon, why Diſſenters ſhould not act as 
they do in policy, or that they want any 
Advice or Di&ator, when they follow the 
condudt of their own Intereſt. They need 
not go down tv thoſe ſome call Philiſtines, 
to wher their Weapons, which are only 
praiſes and thanks ; which the pooreſt 


Beggar, without any touch of good bree-, 


ding, knows how to pay for a ſmall Alms. 
D 2 ; There 
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Drangits are made by There was a time, when Perirjons, (the 
thoſe who are rot very Elder Prathers of Aareſſes) being formed 
proper to be Secreraries by the leading Men of the Lower Houſe 
to the Proteſtant Keli- were poſted into confiding Hands, to be 
gion, and it is your part ferit back Ten, or Twenty Thouſand 
only ro Write them our ſtrong: Thoſe tended to the ſtrengthen- 
fairer again. Strange! ing the . hands of the Myrtherers of the 
that you who have been King; and you would now ſtint a ſpirit 
formerly fo much againſt of Ob:di:nce and ThankfuJneſs to our 
Set forms , ſhoul4 now King, which ſprings and flows from con- 
be content the Prices tent and obligation, and may be eafily 
ſhud Indite for you. diſcover'd to be ſincere, in a!] the Diſſen- 
The nature of Tharks is ters Speeches, Writings, and Actions 
an unavoidable conſe- and are fo far from needing to he bid, 
quence of being Pleaſed that all your Rhetorick cannot forbid 
or Obliged; they grow in them. Surely you think not their Thanks 
the Heart, and from to ſpring like Mufhroms withont root 
rnence ſhew themſelves and in a Night. Andif yon will not ad- 
errher m Looks, Specch, mit Dilſcnters among the Tribe of think- 
Writing, or Attion: No ing Animals, yet let them have the Re- 
an was ever thankful putation of ſenſitive Plants, that ſhrink 
becaz'e he was bidto be ata rough touch, ard ereft their Leaves 
[o; bur becauſe he had, by a warmer Gleam : I ſee not therefore 
or Thought he had ſome why Diſfenters, having the ſenſe of 
Reaſon for it. If then former ſharp uſage, ſhould not perceive 
there 1s cauſe in this their eaſe , and whence it comes; and 
Caſe tro pay ſuch cxtra- have noreaſon to qneſtion their fincerity 
v2gant ackyowledgments, Of thanks, ſince they are for a matter of 
they will flow narurally, greateſt import to them they ever receiv'd 
m1ithout taking fuch pains ? 
to procure them ; and "tis from the Church of England. Yer 1 
unkindly done to tire all believe, there hath been more Induſtry 
the Poſt-Horſes withcar- n$'d to Difperſe ſuch Letters, as yours 
rying Circular Letters to of Cantion and Circumſpettion, then ever 
S0-1cite that wrichwould there was for thoſe Circular ones of three 
be den? without anyTron- or four Biſhops,and you are the firſt Poſt 
ble or Conſtraint : If that brings the News of any that were 
zt is really in it ſelf ſuch a threatn'd to joyn with them,or any affiobe- 
favour, what neederh ſo ments u$d to cauſe 2 compliance, ſince the 
wed preſſing men to be carry with them all the tokens of Yon. 
thankful, and with ſuch tarineſs, Unconftrainedneſs,aud Unſolicirude- 
eager Circumſtances, thar rieſs, that conld be expeCted. Therefore 
where perſmaſion cannot becauſe in good earneſt you think they 
will 


rom the Crown, fince they ſub-divided 


LETTER., 
delude, Threatmmgs are 
imployed to fright them 
into a compliance? Thanks 
muſt be Voluntary , not 
only Unconftrained, but 
Unſolicited, elſe they 
are either Trifles or 
Snares, they either ſig- 
nifie nothing, or a great. 
deal more than 15 inten- 
ded by thoſe that groe 
them. If an Inference 
ſhould be made , That 
whoſoever Thanketh the 
King jor His Declara- 
tion, is by that engaged 
to juſtifie it in point of 
Law: it is a greater 
ſtride than, I prefame, 
all thoſe care to make who 
are jerſuaded to Ad- 
dreſs: If it ſhall be 
ſuppoſed, that all the 
ankers . ſhall be the 
Repealers of theTEST, 
when ever a Parliament 
ſhall meet; Such an ex- 
peftation is better pre- 
vented before, than di/- 
appointed afterwaras ; 
and the fureſt way to 
avoid the lying under 
ſuch a ſcandal, is not to 
do any thing that /m 
give a colour the 
_— : Theſe tbeſpoken 
Thanks are little leſs im- 
proper thanLove-Letters 
that were Sollicitated by 
the Lady to whom the 
are to be Dirctted ;, [0, 
that beſides the little 


g10und there 1s to give 
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will ugnifie a gi cat deatl,you are at all this 
pains. If that which Diſſenters have fo 
earneſtly deſi'd, pray't, yea, fought 
for, can be cailed a Trifle, you are inthe 
right. I never thought Addrcſſors ſo lit- 
tle acquainted with the Coz/tirution of the 
Government, as to think their Addrefſes 
equal to Votes in Parliament , or that 
they, with the Kings aſſent, conſtitnted 


the Legiſlative ; though they may hope, 


fuch Votes out of the Honſe, may beget 
others tin it. 1 donot think any one, that 
had a piece of Gold given him, would 
be ſo beſotted to refofe it, till hes had 
conſulted ſuch a fcrupnlons Gentleman 
as yon, whether it were all juſt in weight 
and allay, or that the giver came honeltly 


by ir. I ſappoſe you are angry the Diſſen- 


ters made not their Addreſtts in this 


form. 


Great $ IR, 


6 Vv* would thank You for Your 
_ Gracious Declaration ; but 
= we know not, whether the 
« Law impowers You to'grant itz we 
« have-. heard indeed of Your Majefties - 
« having theexcecutive part of the Laws 
<«'in Your Royal Perſon, and the Diſper- 
« c5mg Power; and that You deſire the 
« Teſt and Penal Laws may be aboliſhed 
&« by Act of Parliament. But before we : 
<« return You our Thanks for the eaſe You - 
<« afford us, or that we can refolve to - 
i give our Voices for ſuch Repeal, we. 
<« defire to confult our common Lawyers, | 
<« 2nd our Elder Brethren the Church of . 
« England, and then we will 'give You | 
« our Opinion; and we do this the ra- 
&« ther, leaſt you be miſtaken.in us. 537, | 
« we dare not enconrage You to be kind 
*tous; and we muſt Flay our Addreſſes 
&* of thanks, leſt we give a Scandal to our 
| « Brethren, 
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them, the manner 


Ketting them, doth e 
rreamly leſſen their I a. 
lue. It might be wiſhed 
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of © Brethren o 
en, or they hereafter puni 
x- for this forwardneſs. P _ Los 


I fancy you have the vanity to hope 


that you would þ 
4 have that your L Mn 

= , errer Will 

fu <q = Impati- q eliſt from SE aka 
rent for the ſake - cy Lves ; otherwiſe, what need was the q 
gion, to enjoy Y : "Y for you to be ſo urgent with them » 
Your ſelves. with rin ſuppreſs their zmpatience, and for the ſak 

| 5 out the of thoſe , that are now Abhorrers = 


2 


Liberty o ch Ex s 
1 0h Ee ſtick cloſe to the Adt of Uniformiry, till 
'v/: jg aaa —_— the King die, (whom God long nevbirve 
that could not be. an = Pro this great work 3) 1n hopes a 
the Artifices of fe that Proteſtant Parliament, under a Prote 
mongſt you hav: _ $14 tant King,will grant them better Terms : 
ws of the Wen e Forl hope, by the word Parliament on 
meant mean not the Two Houſes, like thoſs 


Zeal of the Generality 


of 41, whoEntitled them to the Supream 


to dr ; ; 
mibake TR yo Power. It ſeems,if Difſenters hearken not 
from blaming you == to you, though at preſent you are willin 
that ſharpneſs which irh to make a gentle Conſtruftion, of the well 
haps, the matter y2pcr- meant Zeal of ſome, in drawin th 
neſs ould vols pn | ev the Miſtake ; yet you "rm, _ 
| hee a with Sharpneſ; : . . 
am read. 7 rpneſs and Satyr, beca C 
y 10 err on the neſs the matter will he it, if wg = 


conſtruftion, 


(r)There is a great aif- 


fide of "the more gentle lieve you. 


. (It ſeems a Diſſenter may feed fully, 


erence, 2 eniovi: | 
1 - 56 __ enjoying but muſt ſay no Grace.or cry Roaſt-meat : 
þ og Ava "ev of would you. have them pet like Gomand 
&arly aone Children, becauſe the Benevolence was 


by others, and the going 


about to ſupport it again 


the Laws in being ; the 


not offer'd firſt to them, or in 

| the Cir 
cumſtances they deſire it. It fhons, they 
may privately thank God for putting it 


noTreſpaſs againſt it is t0 
be Defenad ; yet Frail. 


Hes may in ſome meal 

be Excuſed, when = 
cannor be Fuſtified, The 
deſire of enjoying a Li- 
berty from which men 
have been ſo tong te. 


eaſe; yea, they may enjoy the Advant 
of it, but without noiſe” leſt ſome Dog 
catch the Morſel the Cat purs upon. Oh! 
a publick owning,and deſire to havelndul- 
ny Eſtablſvd by Law, is to ſupport an 
- pH. aac done againſt - the ſacred 
. aws ol the Land : This is ſuch a Treſpaſs 
5 May NO ways be defended;but toobſerve 
any 


A ae : p? 
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ſtrained, may be a Temp- 
tation that their Reaſon 
is not at alltimes able to 


C2 ] 


any rules of good manners or dvtiiulnefs 
to the King,is a grievous fault. Methinks 
you ought to have brought very nndeni- 
able Anthoritics, e're you had preſumed 


ANSWER. 


reſiſt. If in ſuch a caſe, - 
to queſtion the judgement of the King, 


ſame Objeftions are leapt 


His Privy Council, and the Court of the 


over, indifferent men will 
Kings-Bench, as to the Diſpenſing Power. 


be more inclined to lament 


But ſince you offer not one Syllable of 


the Occaſion, than to fall 
Argument, I ſhall remit you to Weſtzrin- 


too hard upon the Faulr, 
mhilſt it is covered with 


fter-Hall to defend the point and receive 
your doom. Youendeayour gent:y to ſtroke 


the Apologie of a gqoa 
the Diſſenters, that are under Tempta- 


Intention ;, but where to 
reſcue your ſelves from 
the Severity of one Law, 
you give a blow to all 
the Laws, by which your 
Religion and Liberty are 
to be protefled ;, ane in- 
ſtead of ſilently receromng. 
the benefit of this Inaul- 
gence, you ſet up for Ad- 
vocates to ſupport it, you 
become woluntary Ag- 
greſſors , and look, ike 
Counſel retained by the 
Prerogative againſt your 
old friend Magna Char- 
ta,who hath done nothing 
to.deſerve her falling thus 
. under your Diſpleaſure. 


are ſo many infringmen 


Charta inviolably kept, 
Here therefore you quarrel with the King, 


Eſtabliſh'd. 


deavouring to have a Charter of Li 
a ſtandard for all future freedom, 


tion and Frailties, which makes them, you 
ſay, leap over the Objefions may be made, 
and overlook the ſad conſequence of gi- 
ving thanks, not only as an inlet to Po- 
pery, but the giving a deadly blow to all 
the Laws, by which their Liberty and Re- 
ligion are to beprotetted, This is an heavy 
Sentence; whereby they arejudg'd to ſell 
their Birth-right for a morſel of Bread, 
or a meſs of Pottage.Let us therefore turn, 
the Optick Glaſs,and you may more ſurely 
diſcover, that the King deſigns no breach - 
of Magna Charta, nor to retain any Conn- 
cil for the Prerogative againſt it z. but on 
the contrary, to have it. confirmed in a | 
much larger extent, than ever it was 
by His Royal Predeceflors : for it is molt 
certain, that all Penal Laws for Religion 
ts of it; and if you would haye Magna 


you know what Church is thereby 
for en- 


berties Eſtabliſh'd, that will be 
and enfranchiſement of Con- 


ſcience; and to infer, that the Subjects yielding to this, will put 
them out of the proteCtion of all the Laws that ſecure their Zi- 
berties, is no leſsan ignorant than ſeditious Suggeſtion. 


(s) If the caſe then. 


ſhould be, that the Price 
expefted from you for 
this Liberty , 1s giving 
up your Right mn the 


(5) We are a moſt happy people, in 
the ſecurity we have by Law. toenjoy the 
Liberties the Royal Predeceſſors of our 
moſt Gracious King hath granted. But 
if His Majey effe&t His deſire in this 


Repeal, . 
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Laws, | Joe youwill think Repeal, He will be Sat eb 
ice , vefore you go ter freedom to the Subjects. th _— 
any further in ſuch a = ever yet enjoyed; ſo that none bs _— 
, Þ 


ſing Bargain. After £i= ters of Religion, ſhall be Put upon eyer 


ving Thanks for the C omplaining againſt, or! 7 
; the. 
I” of = Law, you Queſtion ;; Caccal Pretences3f —_ fe 
Jain: tzht of Com- will be thereby prevented. B = > 
Pig of the breach of rating power of ſuch an At fach 2a 
« t _ you willnor tual afſurance, and ſecurit * wy bo 
r w; For / kyow how ro given, as it wonld bein no parti nemo 
e714 your ſelves, when to endeyour, Or to deſire to »4 h = yan 
you are preſſed; and ha- deftroy another. 1 fancy hr = 
ing giver ap the Queſti- Apparators and Bailifs may ſuffer 2 ng 
i, mien it was for your nution of profit ; and forme men vi 
i pk ; Jou cannot dicative ſpirits, may want the alliſ _ 
po ir, w my it ſhall be of ſanguinary, and Pengl Laws, tore wan 
F ' 14 prejuazee. If you themfelves. by : But the benefit th ewiil 
mY ſet up at one te a redound to the whole will Mcie = 
er to help yon, which compenſate that Joſs. Kine 2 
at _ time by parity England will be the ainers, i h 
of Reaſon ſhall be made will be no more Iquictad | _—_ 
ſe = to deſtroy you, bellions npon the account of Reli Re 
P* > mary be piticd, he Parliaments will be eaſed of hs 
rf tor againſt any ſom, diſquieting, and unpleaſing to lof 
ww ou = #pon making Laws, upon every emer noE s 
yo Bs 517.718 /o reſtrain ſome party or other from th ie 
q on ly tl ankful. It way of Worſhip ; and impoſing Teſts wr 
1.8 ” * in Auxili- Oaths, according as prevailing Þ ti 
> wr 0 he a » who are have power : and when the S— 
T* s OE to ſubdue ſtruggles of every party, to manacle ns 
- « & ug - pu your put the ſhackles and badges of ſlave 
= p arc os ©0776 roo upon each other, ſhall- he taken a <4 
Rn - , and your theLegiſlative will he at full libert _ 4 
5 85 T1! raiſe mirth tend oly the aggrandizing of our Ki _ 
4a of Compaſſion. and reſtoring them to the power nd 
tereſt at home and abroad, of the ug 


8n, 2rd mutual love and endearn 

* ON Roman Catholicks would have no oecakog bs _ ron 

- _ ey might freely enjoy their Religion, and the Church of 
g! would be poſſeſs'd of the Dignities and Benefices they 


enjoy ; 
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enjoy; and the Diſſenters would be ſatisfied, that they had the 
freedom of their Tabernacles and Conventicles, and all the con- 
- tent -of this would be heightned in the peaceableand durable en- 
joyment of it z when it would be in no Parties power to invade 
the Liberties of another. This is theright Scheme of His Majeſties 
'generons defign ; and if Difſenters fall not to their old work of 
ftubbing up Eprſcopacy, root and branch, it may moſt certainly 


continue, 


For the ob<dience of Roman Catholicks under a Prote- 


ſtant Government,we have the moſt near and compleat inſtance in 
the United Provinces, where they live with the free exerciſe of 
their Religion, under a Biſhop of their own, who is Treated ac- 
carding to his Charatter by the States, to whom they impart their 
pleaſure; and by his dire&ions the Roman Catholicks obey. So, 
that when the King of France Invaded that Country, none ſtood 
firmer than They did. Theſe pay ſuch an abſolute Obedience, that 
if the States , ſhould for a time interdict thenrthe uſe of their Re- 
ligion, they would yield to it. So that allyou urge as conſe- 
quences of the Repeal, vaniſheth upon the very opening the Kings 
intentions; which, I dare venture my head, that I have more 
truly declared, than You by all your ſmooth Oratory, have made 


out by ſuſpicions; - 
(t)If you thinkgfor your 
excuſe, to expound your 
Thanks ſo as to reſtrain 
them as to this particular 
caſe ; Others, for their 
end, will extend them 
further ;- and in *theſe 
differing Interpretation 
rage For backed by 
Authority will be the moſt 
likely to prevail ;, eſpe- 
cially when by the aduan- 
rage you have given them, 
they have in truth the 
| better of the Argument, 
and that the inferences 
from your own Conceſſions 
are very ſtrong, and ex- 
preſs againſt you.T his is 
ſo far from being a 


groundleſs Suppoſiion , 


and there was a late in- 


(:) Expounding of the ſenſe, and 
meaning of Oaths, is generally granted 
peculiarly to belong tothe impoſer ; and 
if the taker ſatisfie his Conſcience, and 
perform all required in the taking of 
them ; the Civil Power enquires no fur- 
ther. But in the retura of thanks, the 
receivers of the Benefit, are the beſt 
Judges, in what ſenſe they render them; 
and I know not how they are concern'd 
in any Inferences, unleſs of thoſe that 
ſ{cruple their reality. It is true, if Diſſen- 
ters only dream'd of an happineſs, they 
might conſult you for the Interpretations, 
but whilſt their eyes are open, and they 
have the full ſenſe of repoſe and eaſe, they 
muſt beg you will fpare your Divinations, 
being reſolv'd to rely upon the kindneſs 
and Authority of the Giver, and will 
never be afraid of any Inferences, when 
itis ſo manifeſt, that His Majeſty deſigns 
common =_ and a perpetual ſettlement 


of 


trays lea itn OS => RF rs 


eons” - He ior co Hacer RIES oooauart ci ae — 
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ftance of it, the laſt 


Seſſion of Parliament, 


in the Houſe of Loras, 
where the firft Thanks, 
though things of courſe, 
were interpreted to be the 
 Approbation of the Kings 
whole Speech, and a Re- 
ſtraint never ſo much diſ- 
liked ;, and it was with 
difficulty obtained, not to 
te excluded from the li- 
berty of objetting to this 
mighty Prerogative of 
Diſpenſing , meerly by 


' this innocent and uſual 


prece of good Manners, 


" "by which no ſuch thing 


could poſſibly be intended. 
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of it, by Atof Parliament, which they 
think they have all the reaſon in the 
World to endeavour, may _be effected in 
His Majeſties Reign, who laid the Foun- 


dation of ſuch a Temple of Concord, as - 


none of His Royal Predeceſlors ever did 
before. As to the ridiculing ſome Loyal 
perſons Zeal, to have had a favourable 
ſenſe put upon the thanks return'd for the 
Kings Graclous Speech ; if there had been 
more of the Members of both Houſes, 
who would have credited the Kings Royal 
defire to have been, juſt and equitable,and 
refletted upon the true Reaſons the King 
had to inſiſt upon that point ; no doubt 
theymight have had akind return from the 
King, and ſuch a ſettlement of the Church 
of England, as they could have deſired, 
and better than they now may expect. 
Therefore, ſince by your Confeſſion, ſo 


many never intended to anſwer the Kings Speech with more than a 
bare Complement ;, 1 do not think it was any ſuch difficulty, to 6b- 
tam liberty of objetting againſt the Prerogative of Diſpenſing , which I 
ſuppoſea great many more are now fatisfied in the legality of, and 
when there is occaſion, both the Judges, and: other Members of 
the long Robe, will make clear by Law and Equity.. | 


(u) This ſheneth, that 
ſome bounds are to be put 
70 your good Breeding, 
and that the Conſtitution 
of England 3s 100 valy- 
able a thing to be venti< 
red upon a Complement. 
Wow that you have for 
ſome time enjoyed the 
benefit of the End, it is 
time jor you 10 look into 
the danger of the Means : 
The ſame Reaſon that 
made you deſirous roget 
Liberty, muſt make you 


' Sollicitaus to preſerve it ; 


IG that the next thought 


i 


(4) Sure there are numerous parties 
of all perſuaſions, who-:know how to 
fet a right value on the Conſtitution of 
the Engliſh Government; but I will never 
reckon theſe in the number, who are for 
ſuch a ſtipulatory mixt Monarchy, as our 
o1d Publicans aſflerted ; who at firſt com- 
plementing the people, that the Original 
of the Supream Authority was in them, 
as ſoon as they had power, aſſumed it to. 
themſelves, nnder- the notion of Repre- 
ſentation. To proceed, the end of the 


' Journey will never be reached, if the 


Traveller ſet down his reſt in the midway. 
The King hath been the great earns and 
Author of this Liberty,and I hope it's not 


that time of the day to: Vote Him dange- 
YOMHS. 
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will naturally be, not to 
engage your ſelf beyond 


Retreat, and to agree ſo 


far with Principles of all - 


Religions, as not to relie 
upon 4 Death-bed Repen- 
tance. | 


urſuis, they ſhall only 
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r0us, The way to have that preſerved, 
which is granted by the King, 1s to ſtudy 
by all thankfulneſs to preſerve His Royal 
Favour, and: to preſs forward to obtain 
its compleat Eſtabliſhment, and never to 
ſound a Retreat, till they .obtain the full 
enjoyment of the . Premium held out to 
them ; which, if by flagging. in the 


enjoy during His Majeſties Lite, they will 


ave cauſe to repent at His Death , that they got is not better 


ſecured.  _ | 

| ()) There are certain 
Periods: of Time, which 
being once paſt, make all 
Cautions inefftttual, and 
all Remedies deſperate. 
Our UVnaderſtandings are 

t to be hurried on by 
the firſt: Heats ,, which, 
if not reſtramed 1m time, 
do not give us leave to 
look back, till it is too late. 
Conſider this in the caſe 
of your Anger againſt 
the Church of England, 
and take.warning by their 
Miſtake in the Fw kind, 
when after the late 
King's Reſtoration, they 
pms fr ſo long the 
bitter taſt of your rough 
uſage to them in other 
times, that it made them 
forget their Intereſt, and 
ſacrifice it to their Re- 
venge, | 


(x) Thanks for the I-dulgence,and ſtre- 
nuous deſires to have it Parliamentarily 
Confirm'd,is taking time by the fore-top, 
and ſtriking while the Iron is hot. The 
Temple of Fanus was opened in Auguſtus 
Ce/ars time,asa certain ign that theKoman 


Empire was then at peace: . Should not 


Diſlenters rejoyce,, even to ſome exceſs, 
that our Augafius hath now oper'd it ; 
whereby, through our Yito, they may 
ſee what Inteſtine jars, what effufion of 
blood, the Penal Laws have made; and 
from the other may have the moſt de- 
lightful Proſpett of large, and long 
laſting Freedom. By the Inſtances you 
bring of the Non-Conformiſts roxgh 
uſage of the Church of England, when 
they had the fleecing of it,and the manner 
of its retaliation. I ſhould think you 
ought to have determined the uſefulneſs, 
and neceſſity of embracing the Kings 
favour , whereby , neither party might 
Tyranize over the ether for the future ; 
rather then to decoy the Diſſenter, by the 
ſoft word of miſtake, as if either Party 
did ſuch miſchief to other, by ſome 


| Venial Inadvertency only, when all the World knows, that the 


endeavours to ſecure their ſeveral Governments , occafion'd the 
fad galling of one another: Yet of the two, it is Demonſtrable, 
that the State Church of Erglard Men were the fayourablelt. 


(y) Either you will 


blame this Proceeding in 


(») Here you think to put the Diſſen- 


ters upon a Dilemma, that if they blame 
E 2 the 
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them, and for that Rea- 
fon not follow it , or 
if you al'ow it, you have 
20- reaſon to be offended 
with them ;, ſo that you 
ant either diſmiſs your 
Anger, or loſe your Ex- 
aſt 3 except you ſhould 
argue more partially thars 
will be ſuppoſed of men of 
gour Morality and Un- 
derStanding. 
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the ſevere uſage of the Church of Exg- 
land againlt them, they muſt not nowre- 
turn 1t by being angry with them; or if 
they allow it they mutt not besferded nt. 
what they did. What if Diſſenters ſhall 
reply, that by too' fad experience they 
have found, that Perſecution was ruinous 
to both, and that it is neither Anger or 
Revenge againſt the Church of Exgl/a 
that. makes them ſothankful to the King 
and ſo deſirous that' all Tuſhes may be 
Killed off, whereby there' may be no 
Tearing or Tyrannizing, by: any Party 


for Conſcience; but for eaſe-ſake, theſe have reaſon to wiſh the 
Rod burnt that felt the laſt ſmart of it ; will nat this Anſwer cut 


of the horned Argument ? 


(z) If you had now 
30. do with thoſe rigid 
Prelates, who made it 
matter of Conſcience to 
give you the leaſt Indul- 
gence, but kept you at an 
wicharitable diſt ance,and 
even to your moreveaſo- 
nable Seruples continued 
ſHff inexorable, the Ar- 
gument might be fairer 
ou your ſide; but finoe 
the common Danger bath 
ſo laid open that Miſtake, 
that ' all the former 
Haughtineſs towards you 
2s for ever extingmſhed, 
aud that it hath turned 
the Spirit of Perſecution, 
into a Spirit of a Peace, 
Charity, and Condeſcen- 
2107 ;, ſhall this happy 
. Change only affett the 
Church of England? 
and are you ſo in love 
with Separation , as not 
te be moved by bis Exam- 


| (&) A Man not welt killed in-your 
cunning, would judgeyou were owning 
all this, when you. difatlow the Methods 
of the former Rigid Prelates, and would: 
make Diſſenters believe, that the preſent 
Biſhops and Clergy of the: Church of 
England, by the Senſe of theiv former 
miſraken. Rules, were" content. to: lower 
their haughtineſs, and were: ready to 
change the ſpirit of Perſcomion and bitrer- 
neſs, for that of Charity and Condeſcen- 
7509. But the Inference you make is very 
contraryandfalacious ; viz. that becauſe 
(if they believe you) the- preſent Con- 
ductors of the Church of+ England, are of 
an Uniting Temper; therefore the Difſen- 
ters. muſt fo far relie upon their good na-- 
ture, that they: muſt: reject the offers of a 
moſt Gractous:King, who-endeavours to 
ſecure them from preſent and future 
ſufferings, and put it out of all peoples 
power, when the next favourable revo- 
lation comes, to haverecourſe to former 
ſevereties. Suppoſe the Diſſenters ſay, 
that they may: be juſtly jealous, that if a 
thonfand of the Church of England, in 
this juncture, gave them. an. aſſurance 
under 


et Be ef. 


 LETFER. 

ple? It onght to be fol- 
lowed, were there no 0- 
ther reaſon than that it 
is a Wertue , but when 
beſides that, it is become 
neceſſary to your preſer- 
vation, it is impoſſible to 
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under their Hands and Seals, that they 
ſhould never be compelled under a Pro- 
teſtant King, to Conformity, they durſt 
not relic upon it, much lefs on ſuch 
a fingle Voncher as your ſelf ;. what 
have you hitherto produced, to con- 
vince ſuch unbelievers. 


fait the having its effeft upon you, 


af it ſhould be ſaid 
a af 4s of Eng- 
tand is never Humble, 
but when” ſhe ts oi of 
Power , and therefore 
loſeth the Right of being 
believed'when ſhe preten- 
deth to it >, the Anſmer- 
is, firſt, it would be an 
ancharitable Obje&ion 
and very much miſ= 
rimed ; an unſeaſonable 
Triumph, not only unge- 
he unſafe > S0 
that in theſe _— tt 
cannot be nrged , with- 
out Scandal, even though 
it could be ſaid with 
Truth. Secondly, This 
is not ſo in Fatt, and the 
Argument miſt fall, be- 
ing. built upon a- falſe 
Foundation ; for what- 
ever may be told you, at 
this very hour , and in 
the _— go of 
eſent Sun-ſhjne, 
Ve Church of England 
can in a Moment bring 
Clouds again; and turn 


the Royal Thunder upon 


your Heads, blow you off 
the Stage with a Breath, 
if ſhe would give but a 
Smile for a grad Word ; 


(a) Church-men, of all Societies, may 
be ſubje& to like paſſions as other men, 
and I believe them not only h»ibleſt, but 
the charitableſt, beſt natured,and holyeſt 
too, when their power is not overgrown. 
But. it doth not therefore follow, that the 
objecting the. ſeverity of the Church of 
England againſt Diilenters , when che- 
riſhed by a Prince of her Communion, 
is uncharitable and ungenerons, much leſs, 
that it,is miſ-rimed: For if the Members 
of that Church did not endeavour to hin= 
der the Repeal of thoſe Laws, which only 
enable them to re-aſſume their Rods and 
Axes ; Diſſenters might hope their kind- 
neſs was to be relied upon. But fince 
they ſee them ſo unwilling to part with 
their offenſive Arms ; even at the deſire of ' 
their Sovereign, they have juſt reaſon to 
think they ſcandalize them not, in ſaying, 
they dare not as yet belieye that they 
intend them any good ſecurity that they 
will not call them to an after-reckoning, 
or that they will afford them ſuch an aſſu- 
rance of freedom, as they may now have 
under the Kings broad Seal. But to paſs 
on; E wonder not ſo much at your denying 
the Church of England is never humble but 
when ſhe wants power,for you may mean an- 
other Church than other Mortals do ; or 
by humble, you may mean ſhe leaſt uſeth 
Church Cenſures, when the Magiſtrates 
Inflict the Laws moſt ſeverely y which Eva- 
ſion you may, when preſſed, flie $0. But 
the reaſon you give for it is more _—_ 
0 ZINg 5 
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* rg Glimpſe of her Zing ; E, ſhe is even cond on and 
= iance, would throw Jow] y, when ſhe hath power to confo _ 
po gd ſtate of all Diſſenters with a Breath. This indeed 
jp ''; Lrgrais p97 1S 2 brisk flouriſh ; likea brave Leader 
cl x 4 "ofa of encouragement to his ſeemingly fo led 
—_ Y, w gn ave AC- ,Party 3 that he hath one ſtraragem) t. 
Fr nd cy ic wil gain te blot Vier! 

, crealt his ConduR;, 
yet of _ o og for all this rattle in the Clouds f ann by ; 
_— DOE: = #5 No. more formidable than intelli 1b] ) 

ter er ſelf ro g1ve me leave to ask. you, what this Smile 
Po 'y pp unjuſti- this kind Wor » this zlimps of Compli 0 
ears, out chuſeth ſhould be, that can wor ſuch 0g 


ro b 
car the weight of There was a time, at, or before ſome 


tne | thy Fug Men were put to the Te, when a com 
many's, o} oye of be- pliance with the Kir g5defires of _ 
| | . would have continued ſeveral Eminent 


Men in their Stations 
_ ny elite -” ne Royal F Long phe | 
; e rd ol thelr publick ſplrit 
concurrence with the King, inthe tru; Echolickdois 

j y Cathol 
all His Subjetts eaſie aSto their Religious Concer 


g00d Opinion, He. ſhould take them i is 
| le. m into His T 
_—_y —_ His Arm, to dart His T] banc = wn 
No, &y thould offer all compliance, for the futy 


Roman Catholichs, yr 
Dillenters, nw a fs _ hey might execute, Penal 


- and the publick Declaration of Hi: 


and give no diſturbance to the Civil Govern —_ . ry Iſs 2? 


thoſe ho al 
: Pe to prevail, who declare all Compliance with the Kings 


to ſtand mute, and be pref | rather chooſe 
ſtates fe - preſs d to D cath In hopes to preſ ; 
7 or the next Heir, then to quit their beloved Teſt ln 


Ht : 
that ſhe i 7: "vas 496, ( As to Provocation ._ while you 
Books and Tr 9% 3 Write, you commit the fault ou TY: 
5-4"2=<O x : aye tfor verely complain of, As to thoſe Books, 
Arſwmers, yer fre Mil ghuny by ſubject of Religion ;every 
not be [ts / oblerve, that thoſe, in di 

_—_ From the of the Proteſtant Dottrige? ha way may 


throngly 


DOE Er apa F- 


LETTER. 

uppoſed Authors , and.- 
Hates one would ſivear 
they were Undertakers, 
and had made aContratt 
to fall out with the 
Church of England. 
There are Laſhes in every 
Addreſs, Challanges to 
draw the Pen im every 
Pamphlet ; In ſhort, the 
farreſt occaſions in the 
World given to quarrel ;\ 
but fhne wiſely dfingaifs. 
eth between. the Body. of 
Diſſenters, whom ſhe will 


ſuppoſe toeAF, as they 


ao, with no i intent ;; 
and theſe ſmall Skir- 
miſhes pickt and ſent out 


' ro picqueer, and to begin 


a Fray amongſt the Pro- 
teſtants,, for the enter- 
tainment, as well as the 
advantage of the Church 
"of Rome. : 
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throngly cryed about the ſtreets, with 
the Emphaſis of being Vindications of 
the Church of England, and the Licenſes 
of the Arch-biſhop of Canterbury, or 
Biſhop of London; whereas, Roman Ca- 
tholick, Books, except ſome few Sermons 
of the Fathers, have been diſpers'd with- 
out, the pomp of a publick Cryer. Only 
ſome Dillenters, concern'd to give pub- 
lick Teſtimonies of their gratitudero the 
King, have enlarged the Gazets, and ſet 
ſome Printing Preſles on work. But that 


- any ſuch. Writers are Undertakers, or 


have made any Contracts with the Roma- 
ziſts to begin a Fray among Proteſtants 
for the ſport or advantage of the Church of 
Rome, I- ſee no ſhadow of Reaſon. Since 
the Intereſt they have to own the caſe- 
they find by His Majeſties Indulgence, 
and the Oppoſition they find from ſome 
Members of the Church of England to 
it, are ſufficient Motives to them to write 
and ſpeak alt they have hitherto done. 
And: your entring the Liſts with ſo 
many - fine devices on your Helm and 
Shield, and all over your whole Armour, 


cannot but Excite - many Combitants to engage ſo:gaudy a 


Challenger. 

(c) This condutt is ſo 
good, that-it will be ſcan- 
dalous uot to Appland it, 
Tt 1s not equal dealing, 
to blame our Adverſaries 
for doing ills and not 


commend them when they + 


do well. 


(d) To hate them 


becauſe they perſecuted, 
and not to be reconciled to 
be reconciled to them when 
they are ready to ſuffer, 
rather than receive all the 
Advantages, that can be 


(c) What you expeCt to - be applauded 
or commended in this condutt , I cannot 
tell ! Perſecution for Conſcience you own 
to be ill, yet you would not have it 
equal dealing to blame ſuch who op- 
poſe the Repeal of ſuch Laws, as only 
arm Perſecutors, which is dancing in a 
Circle. : 

(4) To hate the cauſers of our 'Tor- 
ments, is very natural in thoſe, who 


have not learnt to pray for their Enemies; 


but for the Perſecuted to court and love 
the. Perſecutors, who. judge it Criminal, 
and are ready to ſuffer themſelves, rather 


than yield up the wheels, racks, and 
ſtrappado's, 


__ Cc - 
" Gor*;" nates: Ni a og SV _ 
L] 


"CE TTER- 
gained by criminal com- 
pliance,, 1s a Principle no 
fort of Chriſtians can 


own, ſince it would give 


aj: Objettion to them 
never to-be anſwered. 


— eve. fad oo od oad ata 
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ſtrapado's, fetters and chains, and the 
cruel inſtruments of Perſecution, when 
the Supream Magiſtrate forbids it, is a 


Principle, neither Heathen or Chriſtian can 


own : SO thatE will not trouble my head 
to Divine what the O6bje&;07 ſhould be 


that you acquaint us not with, and yet you ſay is #n-4#{werable. 


(e) Thinka little, who 
they were that promoted 
your former Perſecutions, 
and then conſider how it 
will look to.be angry with 
the Inſtruments, and at 
the ſame time to make a 
League with the Authors 
of our Sufferings. | 


will loſe their Friend, 
geſtion. 
(f) Have you enough 


conſidered what will be 


expetted fromiyou ? Are 
you ready to fland in 
every Borough by Vertue 
of a Conge deſlire, ard 
inſtead of EleBRtion , be 


ſatisfied if you are Re-' 


turned? 

(g) Wi you in Par- 
liament, j#/tifie the Di/- 
penſing Power, with all 
its Conſequences, and 
Repeal the Teſt,by which 
you will makg way for the 
Repeal of all the Laws, 
that were made to pre- 
ferve your Religion, and 
to Enat others that ſhall 
Deſtroy it ? 


(e) I have heard it accounted as ſome 


ſolace, to have Companions in miſery ; 


but never that any took delight in pro- 
curing Torments to others, that they 
might have more ſtripes - themſelves. 
How the Papiſts ſhould promote the Penal 
Laws againſt Diſſenters,ts a Ridle : How- 
ever,j it is not dutifully done, to make 
the Church of Exgland the Liftors and 
Bedels of the Church of Roxze ; but ſome 
ere they loſe their Jeſt, or falſe Sug- 


(7) This Paragraph ought to be ac- 
counted for at Weſtminfter-Hall. Before 
there can be any ſenſe made of it ; it muſt 
be moſt ſcandalouſly ſuppos'd, that the 
King 1s about to alter the Conſtitution of 
the Ele;on of Knights and Burgeſſes, and 
to- deſign another, Praiſe God Barebone 
Parliament ; then which , no reflection 
can be more odious. 
 (g) When-ever the Diſpenſing Power 
is argud, I doubt not but many more 
Members in Parliament will- allow it, 
than did before the point had been ſo 
Cleared as now ; and in duty we ought 


to believe the King, by the Repeal, in- 


tends no more than what He expreſles 
in His Royal Declaration, notwithſtan- 
ding the Indulgence to ſecure the Church 
of England in her rights and poſſeſſion of 
the Honours and Revenues, and Liberty - 
both to it and Diſſenters ; which being 


Gone, there will be no room for thoſe unreaſonable Surmiſes. 


(b) The 


LETTER. 


(hb) Are you diſpoſed 


to change the Liberty of 
Debate, into the Aderit 


of Obedience, and to be 


made Inſtruments to Re- 


- peal or Enaft Laws,when 


the Roman Conliſtory, 


"are Lords of the Ar- 


ticles. 


f.$3:1 ANSWER: 
(b) The great Talbots Name was 


long after his Death usd to affright the 


Children of France with. Is it fit that a ſe- 
rious Gentleman ſhould judge all Diflen- 
ters ſuch Children, as to be affrighted 
with the Name of Komar Conſiſtory. Our 
Lawful Sovereign is the only Lord of the 
Articles, who will propoſe the Queſtion, 
and Obedience in this caſe may be more 


beneficial, than to be always made Sacrifices by ſevere Penal Laws. 


(3) Are you ſo linked 
with your new Friends, 
as to rejett any Indul- 


gence a Parliament ſhall 


offer you, if it ſhall not 
be ſo Comprehenſive. as to 
include the Papiſts in it. 


(k) Conſider that the 
implyed Conditions of our 
new Treaty are noleſs, 
then that you are. to do 
every thing you are de- 
ſired without examining, 
and that for this preten- 
ded Liberty of Con» 
ſcience, your real Free- 
dom 1s to be Sacrificed : 
Your former Faults hang 
like Chains ſtill about 
104, y04u are let looſe only 
vpon Bayl ;, thefirſt At 


of Non-compliance, ſen- 


deth you to Jayl again. 


(i) Is it a Parliament of two Houſes 
you mean, ſhall offer this [ndulgence to 
Diſſenters? or would you have them ſtay 
to the next Ages ? If thefirſt, you deſerve 
the. doom of a Traitor, ſince you muſt 
Exclude the King, unleſs Roman Catholicks 
be included ; if the latter, you mult fit 
the Diſſenters with Iron Shooes. 

(k) You Write as if yoy were one of 
the Plenipotentiaries at a Treaty betwixt. 
Roman Catholicks and Diſſenters, and were 
well acquainted with the ſecret Arricles. 
All the World hath judged Diſſenters to 


' have a great averſion to implicit Faith 


and blind Obedience ; but they muſt all 
be the moſt abſolute Reſigners of their 
Reaſon and Religion, to the guidance of 
Roman Catholicks : 1f for this pretended 
Liberty of Conſcience, as you call it, they 


"muſt Sacrifice their real Freedom. I be- 


lieve rather that the weight and galling 
of their late Chains,are ſo much felt, that 
they will be very unwilling to have them 
put on again by ſoms Members of the 


Church of England ; and the confidence 


to be ever freed from them, makes them ſo ready to embracethis 


Jayl-Delivery. 


(1) You may ſee that - 


the Papiſts themſelves do 
ot rely upon the Lega- 
kity of this Power, which 


you are to fuſtifie, ſince 
the being ſo very earneſt 


(1) To what degree ſoever either 
Roman Cgholicks or Diſſenters may judge 
valid the Diſpenſing Power; yet, that no 
ways ſhould hinder them, from defiring 
the Indulgence may be Eſtabliſhed by Law, 


to perpetuate that favour which they, at 
F preſent, 


LETTER. 
ro get it Eſtabliſhed by 
a Law, and the doing 
ſuch very hard things in 
order, as they think fo 
obtain it, 45 aclear Evi- 
dence, that they do not 
thinkthat the fmngle power 
of the Cromn 15 in this 
caſe a good Formadation ; 
eſpecially nhen this 4s 
done under a Prince, fo 
wy tender of .all the 

' Rights of Sovereignt 
toe he [Mi thinks . 
diminution to his Prero- 
gative, where he concei- 
veth it ſtrong enough to 


($4. ANSWER. 
prefent, are only ſecure of during the 
Kings Life: And as all Gracious and 
juſt Princes, deſire their Honour and good 
Fame may long out-live them ; fo they 
wiſh, that the benefits they intend for 
their poopie; may be extended to future 
Ages. Therefore, however His Majeſty 
may be ſatisficd in the rights of His So- 
vereignty, yet for the tender regard of 
the future Repoſe of His Snhje&ts: It is 
a moſt Gracious At in Him, to endea- 
vour the concurrence of His Two 
Houſes, which by an wmpropriety of 
Speech you call the Legs ; whenit 
is well known, that without the Royal 


concurrence; the Two Houſes are only 


the Legr/preparative, 


£0 alone, to call m the Legiſlative helpto ſtrengthen and ſupport it. 


(m) You have for- 
merly blamed the Church 
of England , ard not 
without reaſon, for going 
fo far as they did in therr 
compliance , and yet as 

ſoon as they ſtopped, you 
ſee they are not only De- 
ſerted, but Proſecuted : 
Conclude then from this 
Example, that you mn 
es break, _ 
Friendſhip, or reſolve to 
have no Bounds in it. 1f 
they do not ſucceed in 
their Deſign , they will 
leave you firſt ; if they 
do, you mu#t either leave 
them, when it will be tco 
late for your Safety; or 
elſe afver rhe ſqueaſmes of 
ſtartling at a Surplice,you 
muſt be forced to ſwallow 
Tranfubftantiation. 


(mm) By thoſe words, and wat without 
Reaſon, you diſcover your ſelf to have 
been a Seclnſioniſt ; and yet want the 
candor of an ingenuous Diſfenter, who 
15 not angry that thoſe Members of the 
Church of England comphed fo far ; ſince 
it hath given them the opportanity of 
experiencing the Kings ſurprizing Cle- 
mency, and condemmng the groundleſs 
jealonſic they had of Him,which prompted 
to that Reluftancy againſt His RightfuT 
Sncceffion ; and the Diſſenters have no 
reaſon to be ſorry, that theſe Members 
of the Church of England made no fur- 
ther Progrefs after the King came to the 
Crown. Since that fop of theirs made 
the Wheel move faſter towards the Indul- 
gence the benefit whereof leaſt they ſhould 
be in danger to loſe, they will with all 
ſedulity endeavour to promote, though I 
preſume, by no indirect means, but ſach as 
may be agreeable to the duty of their 
Allegiance and Thankfulneſs, they owe 


to the King for it. Then the ſcrapulous 


ntceneſs. concerning ſignificant Ceremo- 
| nies 


2% 
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nies will ceaſe, hecauſe none will be.obliged to uſe the Cope, Sur- 
plice, or long Cloak, but ſuch as like them z only I bope it will be 
always prohibited to Preach in Buff-coats, and mingle Blood with 


their Oblations. 


(n) Remember that 


the other day , thoſe of 


the Church of England 
were Trimmers for en- 
during you, and now by 
a ſudden Turn, you are 
become the Favourttes ; 
ao not deceive your ſelves, 
it 3s not the Nature of 
laſting Plants thus to 
ſhoot © up in the Night ; 
you may look gay and 
goes for a little time, 

t you want &# Root to 
give you & continuance. 
It is not ſolong fince, as 
tobe forgotten, that the 
Maxim was, It is im- 
poſlible for # Dxlenter, 


not to be a REBELL. 
Conſider at this time tt 
France, even the new 


Converts ave [0 far from 
being Imployed, that they 
are Diſarmed ; their ſud- 


den Change makgth them 


fl tobe diſtruſted, not- 
withſtanding that they 
are Reconciled : - What 
are you to expett from 
your dear Friends, to 
whom, when ever they 
ſhall think fit to throw you 
off agam , you have in 
other times gtven ſuch 
[Arguments for their ex- 
enſe y | 


(nz) Nothing is more common, than 
to find Names affixed according to peo- 
ples fancies, and after a while one word 
ſerves for Deſcription, Definition, and 
CharaQter. If Liberty of Conſcience once 
be made practicable, and in the vogue, 
Thoſe Excriminating Cyphers will - be 
ufeleſs, and all Subjefts will be conſidered 


in their morality, or immorality , ote- 


dience, or diſobedience, rather than by 
the Cognizance of their Religion : It 1s 
no ſtrange thing in Nature, that by ſome 
influence of the Heavens , and aptnefs 
of Soyl, ſome Plants may ſhoot up more 
in a Night than others, backned by 
ſevere Froſts, do in a Month; and why 
the rare Plant of LZiberty in Religious 
Worſhip, may not be as perennial as the 
Thiſtle of Perſecution, I ſee no great 
Reaſon, if Cultivated with common 
care. If the proſpeCt of continual ſaffe- 
ring, and the want of Chriſtian Liberty, 
made Diſſenters Fa#tions avd Rebellious; it 
is to be preſumed, that the Fundimental 
Inftigation- being removed, the Witch- 
craft will no longer prevail. It 1s the 
concernment of all Governments, to ſee 
that Men be true to it ere they be truſted; 
and when Princes lay by their co-aCtive 


" Laws, it is the intereſt of the Subjects to 


lay- aſide their Animoſities, and when all 
Parties quit their Fire-Arms, and offen- 
live Weapons, I ſee no reaſon to deſpatr 


of Harmony and Accord in the duty of 


Chriſtians and Subje&s ; and thus being 
linked in the common bond of freedom, I 
ſee no occaſion to throw one another 


again. 
"FI | Co) If 
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(0). Beſides all this, _ 


you- Act very unkilfuly 
againſt your viſible Inte- 
rest,, if you throw away 
che Advantages of which 


you can hardly fail in the 


next probable Revolution. 

Things tend naturally to 

what you would have, if 
you would let them alone, 

and not by an unſeaſona- 

ble - Attivity loſe the [n- 

finences of your good Star, 
which Lane ln every 
thing that is proſperous. 
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WT - SIE things now tend zaturally to the 
eaſe of 'Diflenters, they have reaſon: to: 


'be moſt thankful to the King, as the 
{ſole beſtower -of it; and I ſee no Reaſon; 


they. ſhould let go the Bird in hand, in 
hopes to. catch: another in the Buſh, IT. 
ſhould think they ated with leſs circum-, 
ſpection than they have wonted to do ; 
if they ſlip the opportunity of that ten-. 


| der nrade them, in expectation of en- 


joying;any thing like It, when the Church, 
of England ſhall be in a flouriſhing condi- 
tion... Beſides, it, may bea Queltion, whe-. 
ther a_Toleration after the patern of the. 
Low Countries,, may not be more preju- 


dicial to the Church of England, than ſuch one as-may be now- 


adjuſted. | 
(p)- The C hurch : of 
England convinced of its 
Errour in being Severe to. 
you; the Parliament , 


whenever it meeteth , 15. 


ſure to be Gentle toyou; » ? | 
 Cpntradicente, and to enſure for a Parlia-. 


"ments Votes, is-more than any: Ten Mem- . 


thenext Heir bred 1n the 
Cormtry which you bave 
ſo often Quoted. for a 
Pattern of Jnaulgense ; 
a, general Agreement | of 


all, thinking Men., that. 


we muſt; 70 more cut our 
ſelves off from the Pro- 
teſt,rits abroad, but ra- 
ther inlarge the Fo:nda- 
tions upon which we are 
ro build our Deſences a- 
gainſt the Common Ene- 


my ; ſo that in with, all 


things ſeem to-conſpire.to 
give you eaſe and ſatis- 
fation, if by too much 
haſt to axticipate your 
good Fortune, you do not 
deſtroy it. 


+ (p) Here youare very Magiſterial, and. 


have undertaken far more. than your 
Credit will go for. To ſay a Chyrch is. 
convinced of -an Errour, befits none but 
the Prolocutgr of a Convocation, when 
ſuch a ,Vote was paſled with a Neme. 


hers of it can;do. But I preſume you 
ſpeak. by Figure here, that if Diſlenters, 
will- not joyn with Roxzan Catholicks to be 


thankful for the;/-dulgengey and will ſtick, 


cloſe. to.,the Members of the Church of. 
England that oppoſe it ; then the Parlt- 
ament under. a Prote#ant. Succeſſor, and. 
a * Convocation- will ſet . ſuch a value, 
upon that. ſervice, that they will be gen-. 


tila-to them, and eſtabliſh ſome Bill of- 


comprehenſion, | which the Governours of 
the Church of England, could never hi-. 
therto be brought to yield to. All this 
looks ſo like decoy, that the Diſſenter of. 


the loweſt: form will perpoive it. . But 


what ever they do, all thinking Men,muſt 
judg2 the celign of this is to animate all 
Froteſtants to weather out the point, and 

| heighten 


L ET T-ER: 


heighten their oppoſition to theK i; 
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1g-which in former times would 


have been ftiPd Sedition. As to that exc 
; : ell : 

-yon mean, few Princeſſes in Exrope are :o_—_ Eat He pPge 
gry eerng ”_ _ ” Mind ; and as Her Royal Father is 
| o Her Highneſs, as any Prince can be: 
Dutiful; and' whatever the King Eſtabliſheth in Hori ret 
publick Good and Tranquility of His Kingdoms, if She over- 


. live Him, I preſnme.it 


ratifie; and to what 


may be Her deſire, if not Her Intereſt to. 


perfection ſoever His Majeſty may bring 


_ CR may itill remain beautifying, and adorning for 

_ + on or, and room enough to enlarge the Foundations, and 

nild {t1onger Defences againſt the common Enemy of. Perſecution, 
2 


if this conſpiring againſt a work, whi Ji 
and.deſerve, do SS 5 warp ig » which Yon own Diſſenters need, 


(q) The Proteſtams 
have bur one Article of 
Humane Strength,to op- 
poſe the Power which js 
now - againſt them, and 
that 35, not to loſe the ad- 
My, of their num- 


_ G@) In this Paragraph you are numbe- 
ring the people, and examining Your 
ſtrength by the Muſter-roll ; and the. 
head of thoſe Powers. you deſign to Op- 
poſe, is manifeſtly the King , which is 
not very agreeable to the Church of Eng-. 
lands Doftrine of Non-Reſiſtance. 


bers, by being ſounwary as to let themſelves be divided. 


(1) We all agree in 
our Duty to our Prince, 
our Ottzedions to his 
Belief, - do- not hinder us 
from ſeeing his Virtues ; 
and our not .complying 
with his Religion, hath 
20 effett upox our Alle- 
giance; we are not tobe 
Laughed out of our 
Paſſive Obedience, and 
the Doftrine of Non-Re- 
ſiſtance, though even 
thoſe who perhaps owe the 
be$t part. of their Secu- 
rity to that Principle; are 
apt to make a Feit ont. 


(7) Good words butter no Parſnips; if 
the Expreſſions of Duty were not rainted 
and hollow, and in your Opinion His 
Majeſties Religion did not only ſhade, but 
totally Eclipſe His Vertnes : Your Alle- 
glance would not look, as it doth, more. 
like a Submiſſion than a Duty; nor. 
would You adventure upon that Bravado, 
that ſome own their beſt ſecurity to 


Paſlive Obedience, 'and the Doctrine of © 


Non-Refiſtance, which look very like bid-. 
ding Roman Cathelicks beware leaſt they 
rouſe a ſleeping Lyon : For I know not _ 
who they are that Laugh at the commen- 
dable Do&trine of Non-Reſiftance. but 
when I ſee Men fomenting jealouſies. 
againſt their Sovereign, ridiculing His 
ConduCt,endeayouring to Repreſent Him 


as afting againſt the Laws, aſlumi : - 
Him the Hirvice of all Bis Sul; uming an Arbitrary Power, denying, 


vour to withdraw the Aﬀections of. the people from Him ſolely, 


bjeCts, and by all poſlible Arts, endea- 


becauſe 
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becauſe of His Religion ; 1 cannot judge ſuch to be true pratticers 


of that Doctrine. 

(1) So that if we 
give no Advantage by the 
fatal Miſtake of miſ- 

ing our Anger, b 
the 7 *., na _— b/ 
things, this Danger will 
paſs anay like a ſhower of 
Fail 5 fair weather will 
ſneceed , as lowering as 
the Sky now looketh, 
and all by this plain and 
caſte Receipt, Let us be 
fill, quiet, and undjvi- 
ded, firm at the ſame 
time to our Religion, our 
Loyalty, and our Laws, 
and” ſo long as we conti-' 
me this Method, it is 
next to impoſſible , that 
the odds of two hundred 
r0 one ſhould loſe the Bet ; 
excepr the Church of 
Rome, which hath been 
fo long barren of Mira- 
_ , Jhould — ber 
eclining Ape. be brought 
to-Bed + * or onus 
out-do the beFt ſhe can 
brag of in ber Legend. 


(./) Here you. give a tonchof your 


Aſtrology, and it being cuſtomary for the 


pretenders to that Art , to attempt by 
Horary Queſtions to know Diſeaſes , and 
after a while to ſet up for Empericks : So 
you give us a pretty Receipt to clear a 
lowring Sky ; the Senſe of which is, for 
all Proteſtants to lye in of the ſullen, 
keep their beds, and there uſe ſome kind 
of reaſonable Devotion , and ent-rtain 
their Vifitants with diſcourſes of their 


Loyalty, and their adhering to the Laws, 


and it will be twenty to one but they will 
be freed from the Hail-ftorm, and eſcaps 
the danger of the InfeQtious Air. But leſt 
any ſhonld objectthar, Bed-zid Proteſtants 
are not like to keep out Popery, you have 
a moſt Infallible Eixir in your Repoſi- 
tory, which is, that neither the Church 
of England,or Proteſtant Diſſenters ought 


_to be affrighted with any fear that the 


Roman Catholick Religion can be Eſta- 
blihed by a Toleration {ſince the ods is 
two hundred to one) without a greater 
Abfracle than any we read of in any Le- 
gend,eſpecially in the old Age of a Church, 
which hath been /o long barren of them. For 


ſhame therefore give over your falſe Ala. 


rums; amuſe the Diſſenters no more to 
ſach circumſpe&t ftanding upon their 


guard, to keep out Popery, fince in our days thereis no feeding 
Five hundred with Five Loves and two Fiſhes. | 


(t) To conclude, the 
ſhore Queftion will be, 
Whether you will joyn 
with thoſe who muſt in 
the end run the ſame 
Fate with you. If Pro- 
reſtants of all ſorts in 
their behaviour to one 
enothcr, have been to 


[ 


(t) The concluſion ts agreeable to your 
premiſes,an Exhortation to an Afﬀociation 
a gainft the King, and all of His judge- 
ment in the matters-of the Teft ; and the 
motives to it are pretty odd, that ſince 
both Parties have been too blame, in Per- 
ſecuting one another, therefore they 
ſhould be reconciled, and! combine in 
oppoſing the Indulgence, which is moſt 

| likely 
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blame, they are upon the likely to put an end to all rancor and 
more equal terms, and malice. One would have thought, that 
for that very reaſon it is the Inference more naturally ſhould have 
fitter for them now tobe been, that ſince they both had experienced 
Reconciled. Our Diſurion the miſchiefs of Perfecntion, and neither 
5s mot only a Reproach bur of them .bettered their 'condition by it,' 
a danger to us ; theſe who therefore, they ſhonld both have joyned 
believe in modern Mira- in the promoting the general Jndxl{gence, 
cles, have more Right, or that there might be no more ſtrife among 
at teaft more Excuſe, ts them, ſince they were Brethren ; I am 
weelet all Secular Cau- ſure this had more truly refolved the 
tions ; but for us, it is as Queſtion. But inſtead of this, you tell - 
juſtifiable ro have no Re- the Dilſenters, (without giving any Rea- 
ligion, as mitfully tothrow ſon for it) that diſ-union is not only a 


, AM s 
f - urn reap FN own to be true, if the Union yon deſire 
th | . were for the publick _—_— _ = 
if the Union be to combine you and them n equal undutifulne 
_ ingratefulneſs to the King ; if this Union be deſired to hinder 
the Kings Progreſs in His laudable purpoſes ; if this Union be 
ile the buſineſs with a Shall I, Shall T, to tire the Kings 


t to wh 1, Shall I, 
Patinbe, and diſappoint His expeCtation, it will redound to both 


Jiſſenters and your Danger, if not Reproach. To perſuade to 
Fach an Union as This, is the whole drift of your diſcourſe, and 
ſomething you muſt mean more than Paffive Obedience, when you 
rivet the Nail you have all this while been driving in, telling your 
Reader , that. It is as wjuſtifiable ro have no Religion, 4s wil wlly to 

' throw away the means of preſerving it. This looks like a ſecond ſound - 

to Horſe ;, and you have a pretty ſlight in your Month, to perſuade 
Roman Catholicks, (becauſe you think them fo crednlons of Mira- 


-o neplett all Canrions or means to preſerve themſelves, but 
ings Ag. Supernatural Power : But thoſe of your Principles 


na 
pedo Humane Means of preſerving it, and of how many 


ions theſe muſt conſiſt, though you have reaſon to conceal 

= —_—— from the World ; yet you give a ſufficient /rem, 
rhat may be e Ca : 

| hav more Circumſpeſtion over your Sayings and Actions. . 


ir, ow finiſhed my Obſervations upon your Letter ; 
|? _ pet by wet er ſubject matter indu ceth me to offer 
to the conſideration of all Chriſtian Dutiful Subjects, and then 


cloſe the whole. | 


SIR, 


Reproach, but a danger to both. This I . 


xpected, and thereby caution the Government to - 


7 
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I | have hitherto follow'd the train you have lead me, and endea- 

voured to glve a reaſonable Anſwer to the moſt material parts 

of your Lerter. What was bare ſuppoſal, and groundleſs ſuſpicion 
I have not much concerned my {elf with. . Thoſe being but like 
The Feathering of unpiled Arrows, which help their flight, but en- 
force them little to.do harm, where-eyer they fall. Neither have 
-T attempted to reach the Towring Flights of your Oratory, which 
.how Ornimental ſoever, are but like mounting Bubbles, which 
- break and vaniſh when at the utmoſt ſtretch. Your affrightments 

- when well conſidered, are but like the ſparks in a Smiths-ſhop, 
-which upon a brisk heat and ſtroak, fills all with ſeeming liquid 
fire, yet it is as ſoon extinguiſhed as the Iron cools, or the Ilabour- 
ing ſtroke ceaſeth. What was Seditions, and tending to inſti- 
-gate+ the SubjeCts to jealouſies and diſloyal Opinions of their Sove- 
reign, I have endeavoured toDiſprove, and Reprefs, What was” 
Calumny, I have gently wiped off; unleſs when it was couched in 
Juch general Terms, as placed it beyond all reich of the Spung. 
Rebells in open Hoſtility, are not ſo dangerous to a Prince, and 
His Governmet, though the ſevereſt Puniſhments are infli&cq on 
them when maſtered; as thoſe are, who by ſly Arts, DetraCtion 
evil Surmiſes and Conſtructions, render their Prince ſuſpe&ted of 
Ruling Arbitrarily, and altering Religion and Laws; and thereby 
blaſt His Credit with His payee: For thoſe are the Men that 
make the whole Reigns of Princes troubleſom, and unfortunate 
to Themſelves and their Subjects. Theſe Liſt the Men provide 
Magazines and Arms, and prepare all things in readineſs againſt 
the ſound of the Trumpet, and do not only Muſter the Rebels, but 


. they do, as much as in them lyes, to enfeeble or taint the Allegi- 


ance of the remainder, - | 
You have contributed all you poſſibly can to effect theſe things 
and expoſed your Lerrer as a Banner to invite to jealouſies and fears, 
which are the very Avant-conriers of Sedition and Rebellion : and 
this. in.you that pretend to be a Son of the Church of England is ſo 
much the worſe, in that you know how ſtriftly it enjoyns Obe- 
dience to the Lawful Sovereign, and how much the Doftrine of 
Non-Refijt ance hath been tanght and praftiſed by its Members. 
_ If the Kings Intentions to ſettle the Roman Catholick Religion by 
force, (which you ſurely cannot in good earneſt believe praCtica- 
ble.) were much more apparent than it is : If the inevitable ruine 
of the Proreſtant Religion here, ſhould be the conſequence of the 
| | Repeal, 
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Repeal;, and if the exerciſe, of, His-Prerogative, and Diſpenbng 
Power, were the certain. ruing of all Mens Properties,, you and 
others who own no other Loyalty to their Sovereign, :thanwhat 
is conſiſtent yith rheir ſuppoſed Idtereſt,, could not inyent more. 
projoking Reſle-tons upon the King;or, nuſinterpret His Actions 


- worle than y 


.. But how TE cls undutiful is. it in'Subjefts, .and thoſe who 

would be reputed the zealouſeſt for our Church, to charge the 
King with Intrigue and Hypocriſy, or breach of promiſe ;, who of 
all Princes living deteſts mear tricks,and to prevaricate with any: 
To whom Diſlimulation is the odiouſeſt of Vices, and whoſe very 
In-bred; Natural, and Heroickcourage, places Him as much above | 
all low Arts, as His Dignity doth above His Subjects. 

Beſides all the un-anſwerable Arguments which have been pro- 
duced, why the taking off the Teff and Penal Laws cannot work 
ſuch a change in our Religion; you may conſider, that at the ſame 
time the Church of England may be Inſured by Laws of greateſt 
caution. Furthermore we have moſt ſolemn and publick promiſes, 
That His Majeſty will Proteft and Maintain the Church of England 17 
the free exerciſe of its Religion, as by Law Eſtabliſhed, and mn the quict 
and full enjoyment of all Her Poſſeſſions, without | moleſtation or aiſ- 
turbance, which He will inviolably obſerve 3 If by a {tubborneſs, 
that ſhall be unpardonable in the,judgementof. all Im artial Men, 
we forfeit not a Clemency ſo rarely to be yargls d. To all which 
may be added, the univerſal averfion of the Nobility, Gentry, 
and .Commonality to the Roman Catholick, Religion, occalioned even 
by the deepeſt Impreſſion that Education, Cuſtom, and an Opi- 
nion of the Purity, and Primativeneſs of it, hath made. . - 

' If noneof theſe Arguments will preyail with you to.change your 
evil. Opinion of the Kings dehgns þy the Repeal 3 conſider delibe- 
rately, I pray you, how the King muſt overthrow the very F ute 
dation upon which the great Enterprize of Univerſal Liberty, an 

conſequently. of all che Benefits to His people, by enrichin g them, 
and keeping them in peace, and ſecuring the Roman Catholick in 
fature times in any tollerable ſtate, if He ;ever give way to.invelt 
any one Church-Community with a Coercive Power... 

But I know it is Objected, that if a Toleraxion only were inten- 
ded, how comes it to-paſs, - that ſo many Loyal Members of the 


_ - Church of England, even of thoſe who Io couragjouſty adhered to 


the. Crown. in its, utmoſt dapger, are pow diſplaced, and the Roman 
Catbobcks, or Diſſaters, even. ſuch; of the laſt, as have molt io; | 


lently | oppoſed His Majelties Succeſſion, are f abſtituted 
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_ In anſwer to this, It js well known; that the number of P7ote-- | | the ſtream, but! 16 was ot. x eg hos never could 
Pants of the Church of England, Employed by the King in His It, was to obtain this Zaverry, gf- that - rovoked them to commit 6 
Court, in His Conncil, in His Courts Fudicature, in Camp, and: | expect from former ootigtpecg wad. of ; and which, indeed ; 
all Places of publick Employ ments, almoſt as far exceed the Romar ſuch Hainous thingy c ey now __ manner than they-have hitherto 
Catholicks, as our Clergy do theirs; and yet we tnake ſo hideous a they ©, hy RR ook anti bt: have had the Tenth of 
noiſe at the Conferring Places and Honours upon fome deferving ny _ done. They now declare;t y F: HEE enjoys, under our Gra- 
and Loyal Roman Cathdlicks, hd two orthree Maſters, and x few that Liberty rhe Charch. of, & q- lifted u = hand, or opened a 
Fellows of Colleges being Preterr'd ; which are but theeffetts of cious King, ey. would 76 of bleſſed Memeries. and I think 
common diſtributive Juſtice, and conſentaneons to the Paternal. Mouth againſt the-late Kangs 


apa ieved, becauſe neither the Doctrine 
Choſe Fe 2, Prince, who would ſhow ſome marks of fayourto | 5g. 008 ye mane 26 OR of Rome, are ſo muchdeclaim d 


ot i of His own Religion, who are not now furely'to be 2eainſt by them now, as thoſe of the Church of England, which 
/ ; Lu 


wholly Excluded. ' Therefore, in-m jadgement, it ſhows a ver | : They now think themſelves 
il Nature in thoſe who own His Majeſty to be their Lawfyl Kg. | £ ts opp ih 7 wa rag es ſide, from whom they | 
and that He may at His Pleaſure uſe the ſervice of which of His | juſt "ap 3 hl 91 and pleaſe themſelves to find ano- | | 
Ret He ne, to grudge His intermixing fo few of His own | he kitf non Adardjors, and 2s zealous perſons _ the Hl 
Religion with others. OR | | F; « mans ir Sovereigns declared deſire, as q 
- Beſides this, 'you cannot. be t2norant, that it never was the Repeal of COIN _- —_— the So be thus changed, 
practice of any Prince, or Gorecament, of hat Religion ſoerer, - they wer or _ py @cient aunbers of ſuch, whom the Church of - 
to imploy Subjetts in Places of Truſt, wha' ttthemfſelves diretly I hops - ie n to be her Children, that will let no Diſſenters 
to oPpole, what by prudent forecaſt for the publick good, they Englan * cg Loyalty, and Dutifulneſs to their Sovereign 
determined to Eſtabliſh. Now fince the King, for the Reaſons _— = well aſſured, the King will have as great regard to 
publiſhed in His Gracious Declaration, is ſo intent upon compleating C | a an W wy — Chuck for their ſakes : and as freely permit them 
this great work: of General Freedom, and ſecuring. thoſe of His Tnem, an = of the Exerciſe of their Religion and Benefices, as 
own Religion, in common with the reſt. It cannot be thought. | ah pen ided they will concur with Himin the Repeal, and be 
reaſonable, or expedient, that He ſhould cheriſh and countenance £0 any, Pl t their Fellow-Subjects , of different Perſuaſions, 
BY | thoſe, who ſo bitterly oppoſe him in it : Eſpecially ſince it is {þ —_— 0. C hs Liders, | Pd 
i apparent, that even ſuch, who have ſhown great zeal for the ſup- oo, , eh ne of the Church of England ought to yield this 
1 port of the Crown upon the Heads of their Proteſtant Sovereigns, , That the rudence, and even for the Preſervation of their own 
now manifeſt, not only an indifference, and coldneſs, but an tn- = Non 0k there are many Reaſons ; eſpecially this, that as 
becoming waywardneſs to the Kings Service : In ſo much, that. Re pgs is not clapſed, but that when His Majeſty convenes 
i ; fome decline ſitting in Commiſſion with Roxar Catholick. Juſtices yet t fs © ſufficient Security may be obtained, that the 
\. + | of the Peace, and others think it honourable to quit their places, . His Par _ Ly ſhall enjoy all the King hath promiſed z, and 
j 'Z rather than to makeone ſtep towards the Repeal, ſothat even'the - | — he Wiſdom of the Houſes, ſuch an AR is contrived, 
! ages and Liveryof LOJany are Canged, rom that to the King, | worm, M4 the Kings defires of the Univerſal eaſe of His Sub- | 
'S to that of the Church of England; and thoſe who' make the prea- f wy --4y el ch of England will feel as great effets of the Kings 
x, teſt complaint of hard uſage, have themſelves turned the Tables | ſechs = ſhe Can ex *t or deſire; and by the freedom all will 
L - ,. Asto Diſſenters, 'it is their Intereſt to cloſe with the Crown fide \% kindn hy _ :11 be OE conteſts ; but who ſhall «pprove them- 
k | for Protettion, and ſince they can-derive this nnlooked for favour enjoy,t __ ;ful and deſerving of His- Majeſties Clemency, and 
| Þ from. none but the King, they ſhould be the moſt ungratefut of _—_ = _—_ fach a cloſure, the Roman Ca tolick:, and Dilſlen- 
Ackromiled ts oh Ao they foe t 7 5 Potible _ vill | jeld to the mutual ſecurity of the Church of Eng- 
etieceoente to His Majeſties Bounty for it. ' $o that d6 ior q —_— OY Chnrch will regain its Reputation of Loyalty, and 
, wonder to hear them, with great Aſſeveration fay, 'it was not for | longs 6nG Out f romiſe in her-name, of being kind to Diſſenters, 
4 3Commonwealth they fought, and were continually ſtriving againſt confirm what you P G 2 uw 
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-and a Proteſt art *Brince ſuceeedi 2 HnOfinn ing things thns Ami: 
tv _— A Led To On the f - | -th J I- 
cably Compoſed ; will reap” the: er oheay® her} Kingdom 
my Be: —_ nappy I of the King. ET 
ne contrary, if the Majority of the Members of the 
25, They WHE- oblige: His Majeſty to purſue other Methods. 
an@it will give occaſionto all ſuch 's are' 119-21 RI ne? 
CTA) J 'no-great well-wiſhers tc 
our Church, to urge its imcliaritablenels | art 
; LO urge 1t's ih 3 that rather than it will 
permit the King toexerciſe His Prer ati f bei Wh 
all His Subjetts, ' of what denomin © p » Amr oorer. Breyer 
uſe of, and that Men of different P -ofeſlion I aiis 
- Ys | eſlions in Religion. 'n 
enjoy the favourof the Kings Indl kh 'th 1 on red 
ont of His Royal Prote ED. 26 ed they will put themſelves 
therein; and the upſhot of ah wal * olve Him from His promiſe 
Wy , : that by His Majeſties ſtead 
purſuit of this great work which H a adage 
| Ir e firmly be 7 
—_— ſo much to the univerſal good of His Sublects png 
pwn ay fn —_ —_— — all thoſe, who will ſtrenu- 
| CO-0 with Him to effect it, the Diſſ 
the Majority of Voices in Parlia Fr forme Amortgoner 
t, which if once effeted 
Members of the Church of Enclan' þ - ger 
Repeal, will be at. the mercy cf Diſſeners «and ie he po 
not their beſt Fiona y ©. enters ; and if the King be 
erally m_- " may fall ſhort of what they may now ſo 
- I ſhall: conclude with a ſhort Para | 
; _ With phraſe upon the W 
May, _ to His Privy Council March the Bb. ayporrry 
in he Iſ 1augence, In which the ſubſtance of what need be aid 
Jultitying the Kings granting it, are clearly laid down. 4 


Firſt, His Majeſty ſhows the practice of former Ages, and the 


fucceſs of them; That although formi 
wy rad wor 3 11 irnough an Uniformity in Religious Worlhj 
— ren po tobe E ſtabliſhed within this ;Saiorng in the ef 
| gns of Four of His MajeSties Royal Predeceſſors, aſſiſted 


by their reſpective Parliaments ; yet it hath proved altogether in= 


effettual. 
This 1s obvious to eyer | | 
y one that reads the Hiſt 
_ _ om known to thoſe that lived in the ee of ch 
—_— 3 tor Diſſenters were then ſo encreaſed, that they were 
= my NONE powerfnl enongh to overthrow. not only the 
mn -! on _—_— but the Monarchy that defended it ” The 
6 [ , S _ That the Reſtraint upon the C onſciences of Diſen- 
—P > & 72creumo, viz. to Conformity, had been very prejudicial 
Ss He Mach = kad ba naqgte- in the horrid Rebellion in the 
2/1 at Father, The King then pi 
the true and principal cauſe of all thoſe 2s Are rower re 
bleſſed 


' 
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bleſſed Martyr, and-were freſhly.commencing again in the later 
time of His Majeſties Royal Brothers Reign, which are beſt ex- 
preſſed in the Kings own Words, That the m Penal Laws made 
againſt Difſeuters, in all the foregoing Retgns, an eſpecially in the time 
of the late King, had ratber increaſed than leſſened them. IS 
If there{ore-our Gracions King, out of an exceſs of love and 
Paternal care, did not ſtudy the Univerſal benefit, eaſe, profit, 
and enriching of His people, He might have purſued former Pre- 
cedents:* But as a Wiſe and Compaſſionate Prince, He ſearcheth 
diligently for the true Cauſes ; and while too many are buſying 
themfelves in Traducing His zeal for His Religion, asif it were 
the only concern of His Royal Cares. He Demonſtrates to all 
His Subjects, how much more ſollicitous He 1s to find ſome better 
Method, whereby at once He may Eſtabliſh His Throne, and thoſe 
of His Succeſlors, in a ſtable peace and ſecurity, and give Eaſe, 
Freedom, and Riches, to all His people, of what Perſuaſion ſo- 
ever : Therefore declares, That nothing can more conduce to the peace 
and quiet of His Kingdom, and the increaſe of the Numbers, as well 
as the Trade of the Subjefis, (wherein the greatneſs of a Prince does 
more conſiſt , than in the extent of His Teritories) than an entire 
Liberty of Conſcience. That His Majelty may likewiſe obviate 
all the great ſcruple- ſuch as you raiſe as. if He did this 
for any private ends z you have His Royal Word to the con- 
trary, when He tells all His SubjeCts, That it hath been His Opinion, 
as moſt ſuitable tothe Principles of Chriſtianity, that no Man ſhould be 
Perſecuted for Conſcience ſake, which His Majeſty thinks is not to be. 
forced. By this His Majeſty ſhows, that He grounds not His 
judgement upon the agreeableneſs, or ungreeableneſs of it to the. 
intereſt of any Church ; but as it isſuitable to the very Principles. . 
of Chriſtian Religion, and having by this ſhown His RoyalInten- 
tions how to proceed upon that bottom, during His. own Reign, 


- out of a well grounded Confidence, that it-may bea rule and 


fandard to His Royal Succeſſors, He cloſeth all with this Maxim, 
That it can never be the true Intereſt of a King of England, to endea-. 


vour to force Conſcience. SHE 
Have not all Men from hence, and all His Majeſties Actions, 


reaſon to think, there is a Clemency, Benignity, and tenderneſs: 
in the King to His Subjects, flowing in His Princely Blood from. 
His Royal Anceſtors, and' peculiar to the family, which His Re-. 
ligion can: never alter ; ſo that where the neceſlity of His people, 
rather than His own fafety, does not oblige Him to ſeverity, 
We ſee daily inſtances of a Mercifulneſs beyond all expetation,, 


2nd even to the envy .of others, ſome of which have been _— 
; | te - , 
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late: and if this difficulty of the Repeal were. once over;,: all His 


 Sabjets would know, that He wonld deferve the Eperhires of Juſt, 


Mercifv}, and Pacifick, as well as any of His Royal Predeceſlors ; 
having. that perſonal Courage, and Fortitude, over and above 
what 1s. to be found jn few Crowned Heads; fo that ſari: ef 
proftraſſe, muſt be owned by all His Majeſties ill-willers, as pecu- 
lar to His Generofity. - ps | Fr 
I ſhould here have cloſed this Diſcourſe,” but that I find His 
Majeſties late Speech to the LORD MAYOR and Aldermen 
of ' Londen, when they Preſented. Him with their late Adareſs, 
hath occaſioned a new Miſrepreſentation; becauſe His Majeſty 
mentioned the advantages wonld redound to the Subjetts. by a 
eneral Naturalization and publick Regiſter , which thoſe who 
uck poiſon out of every flower, cenſure as manifeſt tokens, that 
if theſe be effeCted, the growth of Popery will be promoted, 
which they thus prove. | 


 Firft, that Natwrilization will opena door,to let in from foreign 
parts, ſuch ſholes of Roman Catholicks, that the Proteſtants ſhall 
ſoon be out-numbered. Secondly, that a publick Regiſter wil ſo 
diſcoyer all Mens Eſtates,that the King may eaſily diſpoſe of them, 
when the Laws of Property ſhall be, as now welſce Penal Laws are 
diſpenſed wich. . 
As to the firſt of theſe malicious Inſinuations, I deſire all think- 
ing Men to conſider, that it is a very known Maxim, that not only 


| the power of any Prince, but the Riches of every Kingdom con- 


ſiſts in the multitude of the people well Governed. Let us now 
therefore conſider 'who they are, that are likelieſt to flock hither, 
if an Att of general Narurilization ſhould paſs. There are none 
that leave their own Country, to Tranſplant themſelves into ano- 


_ther Soil, but-ſuch as have a Proſpe to live more at eaſe abroad, 


than in their own Country, and ſuch mult be principally thoſe, 
who retireto ayoid Perſecution for their Religion,or are obnoxious 
to the Laws, for ſome notorious Treſpaſſes againſt tbem,or ſuch 
who dare not ſhow their Heads for Debt ;or laſtly,thoſe who. in the 
way 'of Traffick think to better their Fortunes. For it is ridicu- 
lons to mmagine, that Roman Catholick Princes will u 1people their 
Countries, to ſend Colonies abroad, unleſs it were to make War ; 


' and to ſach, I preſume, no Law of Naturilization will extend. 


' I ſuppoſe then, no Objeftions will be made to the incoming of 
Atiens, but ſuch as do it upon a Religions account. Let us there- 
fore conſider, who they are that can flock. hither, becauſe they 


want the freedom of their Religiou in their own Conntries ? and 


ſurely 


oo BAI "EM 
forely oabrny hg can find none, except they are Proteſtants, that 
are in ſich a ſtate under Catholick, Princes ; and it will be very diffi. 


cult to believe, they will fly Perſecution at home, to turn Romer 
Eatholickshere. | | 


| Therefore it = moſt manifeſt, that the onlyeffe& ſuch a 
Law can have, will'be to bring from Poland, ſome parts of Ger- 
many, Denmark, Sweden, or Holland, the French Refagecs., ſince 
England is known to he a place of more comfortable Retreatthan 
thoſe ater wr mh, and if ſach —_ -— = other _— 
were Di ed, 11 ſome proportion, throu 1e Kingdom, an 

not red all to ſettle in the Populons City of London ;, there 
miglit.be hopes, that by their Induſtry, and Trades, as well as the 
conſumption of the growth of the Country, there wapld be 


. advantage tothe Kingdom by their numbers. 


Thus 1 hope I have made it appear, how direQly contrary an 
effect, to what is ſuggeſted, would naturally follow upon a Bill 
of Naturalization, viz. the increaſe of Prozef ants, if of any. 

As to the publick Regsſter, it is notoriouſly known, how attempts 
have been: made in former A ges t0kavs effeCted this, and it is ſo 
far from enabling any Priace to invade thereby the Property of any 


Subject, that it is the greateſt ſecurity to them: For by ſuch ſpeedy . 


Transferring Eſtates, as may bedone by a publick Regiſter, even 


Forfeitures to the Crown may be prevented, when every one, in _ 
ſome few hours, may paſs their Eſtates, Real, or Perſonal, into | 


what ſecure hands they pleaſe. ER — 

It is likewife obvious, how many frauds would be prevented by 
it, and how much more plentiful Mony would 'be , when none 
would be in danger of looſing either Purchaſe or Lent-mony, by 
Pre-Engagements ; fince fewer ſhifts could be uſed, to deceive any 
moderately circumſpect perſon. The Proceedings likewiſe in Law- 
Suits, would be leſs tedious and intricate, and yet many Hundreds 
of Clerks would find Imployment in —— in eyery.County 
and Corporate Town ; and when mony | 
clear Security, not haunted: with the Spirit of Forgery, the middle 
ſort of Traders, the Hushandman,Farmers,and all ſort of Men,who 


had honeſt occaſions for ready Mony, might be furniſhed without 


ſo great ſcruple, which the doubtfulneſs of Security now occaſions. 

But theſe being matters to be Tranſafted in Parliament, need 
no further diſcuſſing here: Only I thought it neceſſary to hint 
theſe things, that all Ingenuous Men might ſee, how unreaſonable 
ſome Mens ſuſpicions -are,- and what finiſter Interpretations, 
Malice, and Envy, will make, of what is moſt apparently deſign d 


# 


en could have ſuch ſuch- 


for a quite different end. Y 
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without LE eyes LNE adva 
Honour,;Peace, entys 4 "We. 1L-AAS 1 
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